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Pietis. The Pietas captures the sorrow of the Biblical Mary as she cradies.
QD) e s Jesus on e k. ichlangel' b ttue of Do
the Biblcl shegherd who kiled th iant Goliath, recals the harmony.
and grace of ancient Greek tradition
e of Micheangel prestet prejcts was painiog s series o buge
murals to decorst the cling of the Sistne Chapelin Rome. The enar.
mous as whic tok fur earst complee and et the s parially
crippled,depicte the iblical Bitary of th word eom the Creation to
the Plood. Michelangelo s slso a tlented architct, His most famous
desgn s forthe dome of St. Petr’s Cathedral n Rome. I sered 353
model fo many lter structures, including the United Staes Copital
buiding in Woshington, D.C.

Raphael A few years younger than Michelangelo, Raphacl (rah fah £1)
(1483-1520) was widely admired both for his artistc talent and "his sweet
‘and gracious nature.” Raphal studied the works of the great masters but
developed his own style of painting that blended Christian and clasical
styles. He is probably best known for his tender portrayals of the
Madonna, the mother of Jesus. In The School of Athens, Raphael pictured
an imaginary gathering of great thinkers and scientists, including Plato,
Aristatle, Socrates, and the Arab philosopher Averrocs. With typical

Renaissance self-confidence, Raphael included the faces of Michelan-

gelo, Leonardo—and himselt

# Checkpoint How were Renaissance ideals reflected in
the ans?

Leanardo eagery expored prspecive
inhis mural The Last Supper He uses
converging ines, e those shown
elow 1o creae a vanishing pon. Tis
vanshing point draws he viewe's ey
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thepainting the lusion of

space and depth,
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Writing for a New Society

Ialian writers reficted the trademark Renaissance curiosity and inter
st in the humanities. Humanists and historisns wrots works o philoso-
phy and scholarship. Other writers developed a literature of guidebooks
o help ambitious men and women who wanted to achieve success in the
Renissance world

@)

Castiglione’s Ideal Courtier The most widely read of
these handbooks was The Book o the Courtier Its author,
Baldassare Castiglione (kahs teel YOH nay),deseribes the
‘manners,skill, learning, and virtues that a member of the
court should have. Castiglione’s ideal courter was @ well

I the mid-1500s,
GorgioVasari wiotea
biography of Leonardo
daVinc whase self-

poraitis shown here. Why s Leonardo da Vinc
descrbed today s an ideal “Renaissace man®?

educated, well-mannered aristoerat who mastered many
felds, from poetay to music to sports.
Castiglione’ ideal differed for men and women. The ideal

man, he wrote, is athletic but not overactive, He is good at
games, but not a gambler. He plays a musical instrument
and knows litersture and history but s not arrogant. The
ideal woman offers a balance to men, She i graceful and
kind, lively but reserved. She s beautiful, “for outer beauty,”
wrote Castiglione, is the true sign of inner goodness”

€6 Sometines,insupenstual s, beauy grace,
and et are uited beyond mesur i nesgle

peron....THs vas e by all markind i Lorad
V.50 gest s s g, uch .
ot ht o whatewr s e tmed i
i, e shd themwith s, I i wasgret
bodity strength ... with a spirit and courage ever
oyl and magrarimus; nd e f s rme o
incteasd, tht ntaly i st wa h bl
st bt i et became evn rester
amongpostery e s ceath? gy s

Machiavellr's Successful Prince Niccols Machiavelli
(mahk ce uh VEL ce) wrote a guide for rulers on how o gain
and maintain power. Unlike ancient writers such as Plato,
Machiavelli did not discuss leadership in terms of
bigh ideals. Instead, his book The Prince looked at real rul-
exsin an age of ruthless power politics, Machiavelli stressed
that the end justifis the means. He urged rulers to use
whatever methods were necessary to achiove their goals.
Machiavelli saw himself s an enemy of oppression and corruption,
but erities attacked his eynical adviee (In fact, the term “Machiavellian”
came to refer to the use of deceit in politics.) Later students of govern-
ment, however, argued that Machiavell provided a realistic look at poli-
tes. His workcontinues to spark debate because it raises important
ethical questions about the nature of government and the use of power.
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Renaissance writings express realism?
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Renaissance wordiew diferent fom
thatof the Middle Ages?
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Focus Question What were the ideas of the
Renaissance,and how did ltalian artsts and
wriers reflct these idess?

The Renaissance in Italy

Objectives

= Descibe the characteistics ofthe Renaissance.
and understand why it began i Haly.

« dentify Renissance antiss and explain o
e deas affected the ats of theperod.

« Understand how writers of the time addressed
Renaissance themes,

Terms, People, and Places.
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pespecive

Note Taking
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A changig wokhen
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A new age had dawned in Western Europe, given expression by
remarkable artists and thinkers. Europeans called this age the
Renaissance, meaning “rebirth." It began in the 13005 and reached
its peale around 1500, The Renaissance marked the transition
from medieval times to the early modern world

What Was the Renaissance?

The Renaissance was a time of creativity and great change in
many arcas—palitcal, social, economic, and cultural,. It marked a
slow shift from an agricultural to an urban society in which trade
assumed greater importance than in the past. It was also & time
when creative thinking and new technology let peaple comprehend
and describe their world more accurately.

A New Worldview Evolves During the Renaissance, creative
minds set out to transform their own age. Their ora, they felt, was
a time of rebirth after what they saw as the disorder and disunity
of the me

Rensissance thinkers had a reawakened interest in the classi
cal learning of Greece and Rome, which medieval scholars had
preserved. They continued to use Latin as the language of the
Church as well as for scholarship. Yet they produced new attitudes
toward culture and learning. Medieval scholars had focused more
on religious beliefs and spirituality. In contrast, Renaissance
thinkers explored the richness and variety of human experience in

ieval world.
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the here and now. At the same time, society placed a new emphasis on
idual achicvement. Indeed, the Renaissance ideal was & person with

talents in many filds.

indiy

A spirit of Adventure The Renaissance supported a spirit of adven:
ture and a wide ranging curiosty that led people to explore new worlds
o to reexamine old ones. Navigators who sailed across the ocean,scien-
tists who looked at the universe in new ways, and writers and artists
who experimented with new forms and techniques all shared that spiri.
In part, that spirit of adventure came from & new view of man himell As
Italian thinker Pico della Mirandola asserted in 1486: “To [(man] it is
granted to have whatever he chooses, to be whatever he willa”

Expressing Humanism At e heart of the ltalian Renais
sance was an intellectual movement known as humnism.
Humanists studied the classical culture of Greece and Rome,
but used that study to increase their understanding of their
own times. Though most humanists were pious Christians,
they focused on worldly aubjcts rather than on the religious

sues that had occupied medieval thinkers. Humanists
believed that education should stimulate the individual’s cre-
ative powers, They emphasized the Humnities—subjects such
as grammar, shetoric (the study of using language elfctively),
poetry, and history—that had been taught in ancient Grek and
Roman schools

Francesco Petrarch (EE trahrlo), a Florentine who lived in the
13005, was an carly Renaissance humanist, poct, and scholar. He
assembled a library of Greek and Roman manuscripts in monasterics
and churches. In later sears his eforts and those of others encouraged by
his example enabled the works of Cicero, Homer, and Virgil to again
become known to Western Buropeans

@ Checkpoint  What were the main characteristcsof the Renaissance?

Michelangelo's David
Michelangeloscupted his masterpiece

Italy: Cradle of the Renaissance Davidoutof a lock of marble ef over

 Renaissance began in Italy Over the next hundred years it spread to 197 2701t sclpture Compleed i
The R began in Italy Over the next hundred y A0 150, the statue was commisioned to

the rest of Burope, eventually transforming the entire Western world. oot 200 SONEonS
Italy was the place where the Renaissance emerged for several reasons.  florenc,

Ialy's History and Geography Rensissance thinkers had & new
interest in ancient Rome, Italy had been the center of the Roman empire,  Vocabulary Builder
and people could study its art and architecture. The Roman Catholic  comprehend—(kahim pree FEND) ¢
(Church, based in Rome, supported many artists and scholars nderstand: ke in

Taly' location on the Mediterranean Sea also encouraged trade with  SDErge—ee MU . develpi rice
the Muslim world just across the sca. Ships carrving a variety of goods "™ become known
docked at. Italy’s many ports. Banking, manufacturin
networks developed to support trade. lalian merchants led the growth of
trade across Europe during the late Middle Ages. Trade provided the
wealth that fucled Italy’s Renaissance

Trade routes also carried new ideas that, were importan in shaping
the Renaissance. Muslim scholars had preserved and developed the sci.
entific and technical knowledge of ancient Greece and Rome, which had
been forgotten in medieval Europe. Contact through trade gave Italy
access o the Muslim worlds wealth of knowlede.

Chapter 13 Section 1 411
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talin Bankers

This paining fomthe 14005 depicts 2
‘ypicalscene i an lalan banking
Rouse. How s the wealth of the banker
shown i his image?

412 The Renaissance and Reformation

haly’s Vibrant City-States Unlike the kingdoms of
most of the rest of Europe, ltaly was divided into many
small city-states. Bach Italian city-state was controlled by
a powerful family and dominated by a wealthy and power-
ful merchant class. These merchant, families exerted both
political and economie leadership, and their interest in art
and emphasis on personal achievement helped to shape the
Italian Renaissance.

‘The Medici O4ED ub chee) Tmily of Florence, for exam
ple, ranked among the richest merchants and bankers in
Europe. Cosimo de’ Medici gained contral of the Florentine
government in 1434, and the family continued s
uncrowned rulers of the city for many years. Cosimo's
grandson Lorenzo, known as “the Magnificent” repre-
sented the Renaissance ideal. A clever politician, he held
Florence together during diffieult times in the late 1400s.
He was also & generous patron, or financial supporter, of
the arts. At Lorenzo's invitation, poets and philosophers
frequently visited the Medici palace. Artists learned their
crat by sketching ancient Roman statues displayed in the
Medici gardens,

The Medicis® great wealth and influence transformed
Florence. Perhaps more than any other city, it came to sym.
bolize the energy and brilliance of the Italian Renaissance.
Like the ancient city of Athens, it produced a dazzling
number of gifted poets, artists, architects, seholars, and scientists in a
relatively short span of tme.

¥ Checkpoint Why was Italy 2 favorable setting forthe Renaissance?

The Renaissance attained its most glorious expression in its paintings,
sculpture, and architecture. Wealthy patrons, popes, and princes played
a major role in ehis artistic flowering. Ordinary people—who were begin-
ning to appreciate human experiences not related to the Church—also
played a role.

Reflecting Humanist Thought Renaissance art reflected the ideas of
humanism. Like srtists of the Middle Ages, Rensisssnce artists por-
trayed religious themes. However, they often sct religious figures such as
Jesus and Mary against clasical Greek or Roman backgrounds. Painters
also produced portraits of wellknown figures of the day, reflecting the
humanist interest in individual achievement, Renaissance artists stud-
ied ancient Greek and Roman works and revived many classical forms.
The sculptor Donatello, for example, created s lfe-size statue of  soldier
o horseback. It was the first such igure done since ancient tmes

Using New Artistic Techniques Roman art had been very realistic,
but in medieval times art became much more stylized. Renaissance
painters returned to the realism of classical times by developing new
techniques for representing both humans and landscapes. In particular,
the rules of perspective allowed Renaissance artists to create realistic
art. By making distant objects smaller than those close o the viewer, art-
ists could pain. scenes that appeared three-dimensional.
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Political Europe About 1500
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Other techniques enabled Renaissance artists to give their work
energy and realism. Renaissence painters used shading to make objects
ook round and real, and new oil paints to reflect light. Painters and
sculptors also studied human anatomy and drew from observing live
models. As @ result, they were sble to portray the human body much
mare accurately than medieval artists had done,

Architecture: A “Social Art” Architecture was transformed in
Renaissance Ttaly. Architeet Leon Alberti deseribed architecture as a
“social art” meant to blend beauty with utility and improvement of soci
ety. Architects rejected the Gothic sty of the late Middle Ages as disor-
derly. Instead, they adopted the columns, arches, and domes that had
been favored by the Greeks and Romans. For the cathedral in Florence,
Filippo Brunelloschi (broo nay LAYS kee) created a majestic dome, which
he modeled on the dome of the Pantheon in Rome. Like other Renais-
sance artists, Brunelleschi was multitalented. He studied art and sculp-
ture with Donatello and was an accomplished engincr, inventing many
of the machines used to construct his dome.
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Leonardo da Vi Artist Leonardo da Vinei (duh VIN chee) (1452-
) o o e e e e

much of The Last Supper decayed over the ears, However, it has
recently been restored

Leonardo thought of himself as an artist. Yet his talonts and
accomplishments ranged over many areas, including botany,
anatomy, optics, music, architecture, and engineering. He made {17
sketches for fAying machines and undersea boats centuries

before the first airplane or submarine was actually built
Though most of his paintings are lost today, his many note-
books survive as @ testament to his genius and creativity

)

Michelangelo Atist Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475
1664),like Leonarda, had many talents—he was @ sulp-
tor,engineer,painter,architect, and poet. Michelanelo
bas been called s “melanchaly genius” because his
work reflcts bis many lfe-long. spiritual and
artstc strugeles. Tn his twenties, he created
marble masterpieces such as Datid and the

INFOGRAPHIC

The Diseevery ¢f Perspective

Betore the 12005 arssdid not know how o create pespectiv, o the technique:
of showing distant bjectson flat srfaces the way the ey actually sees them, The
discavery of perspective revolutinizedart. Using single geomety Renaissance.
atists coud or te st ime rproduce whatthf eyes actually saw.

Brunelleshi s ceited with nvent.
ing perspeciveHis many studies ()
elped him design Florence's Duamo,
completed n 1436.AL 185 feet (56 )
High itwas the largest domed
sucure bl since AD 125,

q
L

Artst Leon Albetrefined Brunllsch’s deas.
He wrote books explaiing the s of prspctive,
and developed the “perspective net” (ight).
Toshow perspective he artst ooks veran
eyepiece and through the et at a model o igh)
Then he reproducesthe uties ofthe modelon
paper with rds coresponding o those o the net.
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