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WITNESS HISTORY 40 smo
An Expanding World

6 Al the worl s foll of knowing men, o most
leamed schoolmasters, and vat bares;and it
appears to me 25 2 wuth, that neither i Plato’s
time, nor Ciceo' .. there was evr such con-

veniency for stuing, as we see 2t this day
there 579

—Frangois Rabelas 1532

Scholarsand atiss thraughout norther Europe in
the 1500 Ived in an excitng time.The newly
invented printing pres made the worldseem smalec
Al over Europe,the world of knowledge vas
expanding in ways that would have been unthinkable
in medieva imes,

Focus Question How did the Renaissance develop
in norther Europe?

A modern atis depcts Gutenberg and hs printing press at.
toprght s a Chistian Bble Gutenberg prnted circa 1455,

The Renaissance in the North

Objectives

« Explain how the pintng revoluton
shaped European sociey

« Descrbe th themes that northern
European atists, humanists, and wites
explored

Terms, People, and Places

Joham Gutenberg  Erasmus

Flancrs Thomas More
Abrechiirer  utoian
engraving Shakespeare
vemacular

Note Taking

Reading Strategy: Identify Main
Ideas Keep rack of the main cessofthe
section by creating 2 chart e the one below.
Ak bores to complete th chart

Renaissance in the North

pining | [Arists 3] [ omaniss|

Revshton| | Waers

Il

418 The Renaissance and Reformation

As the Renaissance began to flower in Italy, northern Europe was

) £ il mcovrin o th rovago o he Bk Death. Bt o the

© 14005, the cities of the north began to enjoy the economic growth-
¢ and the wealth—needed to develop their own Renaissance

The Printing Revolution

An astounding invention aided the spread of the Renaissance. In
about 1455, Johann Gutenberg (G00T un burg) of Main, Ger-
‘many,printed the frst complete dition of the Chritian Bible using
@ printing press with movabl type. A printing revolution had begun
¢ that would transform Europe. Before the printing press, here were
 only a few thousand books in al of Europe. These books had been
 slowly copied out by hand. By 1500, according to some estimates,
15 10 20 million volumes had been produced on printing presses

The printing revolution brought immense changes. Printed
books were cheaper and easier o produce than hand-copied works
¢ With books more readily available, more people learned to read.
Readers gained access to a broad range of knowledge, from medi
cine and law to mining. As printing presses were established in
Italy and other parts of Europe, printed books exposed educated
Europeans to new ideas and new places.

© @ Checkpoint  What was the impact o the printing pess?
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Northern Renaissance Artists Vocabulary Builder

‘The narthern Renaissance began in the prasperous cities of Flanders, a  Brodbeross—ras par us) adj.
region that included parts of present-day northern France, Belgium, and  successful; wealthy

the Netherlands. Flanders was a thriving center o rade for northern

Europe. From Flanders, the Renaissance spread o Spain, France,

Germany, and England.

Flemish Painters In the 1400s, Jan van Byck was one of the most
important Flemish painters. Van Eyck's portrayals of townspeaple as well as
religious scenes abound in ich, realistic details. In the 15005, Flemish
painter Picter Bruegel (BROY gul) used vibrant colors to portray lively
scones of peasant life, earning him the nickname “Peasant Bruegel”
Bruegol also addressed religious and classical themes, but he set. them
against a background of common people.

In the 16005, Peter Paul Rubens blended the realistic tradition of
Flemish painters like Bruegel with the classical themes and
artistic freedom of the ltalian Renaissance. As a scholar and
humanist, Rubens had a wide knowledge of mythalogy, the
Bible, and classical history. Many of his cnormous paintings
portray these themes.

Direr: “Leonardo of the North” German painter
Albrecht Direr (DYOOR ur) was one of the first northern art-
ists to be profoundly affected by Renaissance Haly. In 1494, he
traveled to Italy to study the ltalian masters. He soon became a
‘pioneer in spreading Renaissance ideas to northern Europe. At
the same time, his own methods influenced artists in ltaly.
Because of his wideranging interests, which extended far
beond art, he is sometimes called the “Leanardo of the North.”

Direr's important innovation was to apply the painting
techniques he had learned in Italy to engraving. In engraving,
an artist ctches a design on a metal plate with acid. The artist
then uses the plate to make prints. Direr had studied engray-
ing in his goldsmith father's workshop and perfected the tech-
mique. Many of Dirers engravings and paintings portray
religious upheaval, one of the northern Renaissance’s most
powerfl themes.

@ Checkpoint What themes did northern Renaissance

artists explore? Direr, Artist and Gentleman

In Germany rtss were viewed merely a5
silled cratsmen, prompting Durer to

Northern Humanists and Writers ‘comment tha inaly] | am a gentieman,

athome am pareste.” Heworked hard to
Northern European humanists and writers also helped spread Renais.  change thatview, leaming languages and
sance ideas. Humanist scholars stressed education and classical learn.  court manners o promte himelf Direr
ing; hopin to bring about rligious and moral reform. Though humanist aIed s selportralt i 1498 when he
scholars wrote mainly in Latin, other writers began writing in the oy 10 Ye2(s 0% sodging from he

painting, how did Dier view his own
vernacular, or everyday language of ordinary people. This appealed toa  fmyortancer

new, middle class audience who lived in northern towns and cities

Erasmus: Making Humanism Popular The Duich priest and
humanist Desiderius Erasmus (ih RAZ mus), born in 1466, was one of
the most important scholars of the age. He wrote texts on a number of
subjects and used his knowledge of classical languages to produce a new
Greek edition of the Christian Bible.
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Northern uropeen artsts
cagety pursved eaismin
theirant. The new technique
o o paining lloved them
toprciuce srong colorsand
ahard suface that couls
sunive th cenures. They
also used o o achive
depthand o crete reaisic:
cetails. Anists placed 3 new
emphassonnaure,
recoding intheiat what
they actualy saw: Long-
scapes became  major
theme,na st the backop
© human aavitis
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Sir Thomas More’s Ideal Society Erasmuss friend, the English
humanist Sir Thomas More, also pressed for social reform. In Utopia,
More describes an ideal society in which men and women live in peace
and harmony. No one is idle, all are educated, and justice is used to end
crime rather than to eliminate the criminal. Today, the word utopian
has come o describe any ideal socioly often with the implication that
such a society is ultimately impractical.

Rabelais's Comic Masterpiece Tho French humanist Frangois Rabe-
Lis (rab uh LAY) had a varied career as o monk, physician, Greek scholar,
‘and author. In Gargantua and Pantagruel, he chronicles the adventures of
two gentlo giants. On the surface, the novel is a comic tale of travel and
war. But Rabelais uses his characters Lo offer apinions on religion, educa-
tion, and other serious subjects. Like More and Erasmus, Rabelais was
deeply religious, but had doubls about the organized church,

Shakespeare Writes for All Time The towering figure of Renaissance
literature was the English poet and playwright William Shakespeare.
Between 1590 and 1613, he wrote 37 plays that are still performed around
the world. Fellow playwright and poet Ben Jonson correctly predicted at
the time that Shakespeare ... was not of an age, but for all time.”

420 The Renaissance and Reformation
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Janvan Eyckrfined and spread Alrech Dier kept extersive
{he echmgue of i paintin.In -~ notebookson natureHe usd his
Poraof o Aoliiand ave curisity and his ken powers
i Wil van Eyck loyered il obsenationt paintamazingly
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‘Shakespeare’s genius was in expressing universal themes in everyday,
realistic settings. His work explores Renaissance ideals such as the com-
plexity of the individual and the importance of the classics. At the same
time, his characters speak in language that common people can under-
stand and appreciate. Shakespearc’s love of wards als vastly enriched
the English language. More than 1,700 wards appeared for the first time
in his works.

@ Checkpoint What Renaissance ideas did Shakespeare's work
address?

Assessment
erms,Peapl,and laces Comprehension and Criica Thiking
1. What dothe key pogle e st the 3. Predict Consequences Wit impact
beimingof the sechon have Wl th prning prss hve o e
common? Dl ious o movement of he 150057

4. Analyze nformation How did north-
e Tcking e Renaissance arists blend falin
Reading Skil: Identify Main Ideas  Renaisance des with ther own?
Use your complted chart o answer the 5. Idenify Point of View How, cid
Focus Question:How i the Renais-  Erasmus' aning a5 3 prist sharpen
sancedevelop in orthen Europe? i critiou o he Church?
6. Synthesize Information What
facorsencourage theuseof e
vemaculr ineraure in Renassance
sociey?

< 0ls made from lnseed,
walnuts,or poppies were
mixed withcolored pigments
o make oi paint, Oil paints
have two qualiies that allow

them 1o achieve reasm— they
con blend together, thus creating
more realistc colors, andl they
reflectlight, adcing Gepth and low.

Thinking Critically

1. Analyze Images What realsic
et appear n van Eyek'spanting?

2. Compare and Contrast Compare
thes painting with the Cranach
woncicutin ection 3. How o the
artiss intentons difer?
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Quick Wit: GenerateArguments Lsta
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appose your thesis n 2 prsuasve sy
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the Secion 1 Quck Wre Then sethe
informatio rom Secton 2 t0generate
arguments oposig you thsks.Be sure o
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and technoogical developments.Organiz-
ing your aruments o3 pro-anc<on
chrtcanbe gl
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