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A late 15008 Spanish coin

R el commemorates Phils rule.

In the background,his Armada
heads to England.

WITNESS HISTORY 40 o

A Working Monarch
“Itisbest to keep an e on everything,” Pilp I
of Spain often said—and he meant t.As king of
the most powerul nationin Eutope, he gave it
time to pleasure. hstead, he powed through a
mountain of paperork each day, making notes
on even the most trivial matters. But Phil's
determination to “keep an eje on everything”
extended far beyond tivia. It helped him build
Spain nto  srong centralized sate. By the late
15005, he had concentrated all power i hisown.
hands.Over the iext 200 years,other European
monarchs would pursue similr goals

Focus Question How did Philp Il extend
Spain's power and help establish a golden age?

Spanish Power Grows

Objectives @), By the 1500s, Spain had shaken off its feudal past and emerged

« Descrbethe empie that CharlesV inhrited. as the first modern European power. Queen Isabella and King

« Analyze how Spanish power inceased under Ferdinand had unified the country, enforced religious unity, and
il 1. commanded the Spanish conquest of the Americas,

« Explain how the arts flouished during Spai's
golden age.

Charles V Inherits Two Crowns
In 1516, Ferdinand and lsabells's grandson, Charles 1, became

Terms, People, and Places King of Spain, and thereby ruler of the Spanish colonies in the

Hapsbugempire  diine ight ¢ Americas as well

CharlesV armada H

Philip Il El Greco : Ruling the Hapsburg Empire When his other grandfather
absoltemonach  MigeldeCenontes ¢ died in 1519, Charles I also became heir to the sprawling
Note Taking ¢ Hapsburg empire, which included the Holy Roman Empire and

the Netherlands. As ruler of this empire, Charles took the name
Charles V. Historians now usually refer to him by this titl.
Ruling two empires involved Charles in constant warfare. As
devout Catholic, he fought to suppress Protestantism in the Ger-
man states. After years of religious conflict, however, Charles was
foreed to allow the German princes to choose their own religion.
Charles also faced the Muslim Ottoman empire, which was
based in Turkey but siretched across the Balkans, Under Sule-
iman, Ottoman forces advanced across central Europe to the walls
surrounding Vienna, Austria, Although Austria held firm during.
the siege, the Ottomans oceupied much of Hungary following their
erushing victory at the Battle of Mohacs. Ottoman naval forces
also continued to challenge Spanish power in the Mediterranean.

Reading Skill: dentify Main Ideas and
Supporting Details As you read about how
Phip I extended Spanish povier, create an outine
torecord detals that support the mainideas i this
Section.This example il help you get starte.

- Chares ¥ aers T Crowns
. Roling the Hapsrg Enpire
v.5pan
2 Holy Roman Empireand Netherlands
8 Chare shlctes
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Map Skills Philp Il waged via to
incease Spanish power and defend

Roman Catholicism.

1. Locate () Spain () Madrid

() Ottoman Empire (d) Strit of

Lepanto (e Netherlands () English

Chamnel,

Region Which battles shown on the. m
map took place n a teritory uled
directly by Spain?

3. Analyzing Information Why doyou
think Spain joined Venice and other
Italian statesin defending the Strait
of Lepanta?
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e
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Charles V Abdicates The Hapsburg empire proved to be too scattered  Vocabulary Builder

and cumbersome for any one person to rule effectively. Exhausted and  cumbersome—(KUM bur sum) adj hard
disillusioned, Charles V gave up his titles and entered a monastery in 0 handle because of size, weight, o
1556. He divided his empire, leaving the Hapsburg lands in central ™% POrts

Europe to his brother Ferdinand, who became Holy Roman emperor. He

gave Spain, the Netherlands, some southern Italian states, and Spain's

overseas empire to his 29-year-old son Philip, who became Philip 11

@ Checkpoint Why did Charles V divide the Hapsburg Empire?

Philip Il Solidifies Power

During his 42.year reign, Philip 11 expanded Spanish influcnce,
strengthened the Catholic Church, and made his own power absolute.
‘Thanks in part to slver from Spanish colonies in the Americas, he made
Spain the foremost power in Europe.

Centralizing Power Like his father, Philip 11 was hard working,
devout, and ambitious. Unlike many other monarchs, Philip devoted
most of his time to government work. He seldom hunted, never jousted,
and lived as simply as a monk. The King's solated, somber palace out.
side Madrid, known as the Escorial (es kohr YAHL), reflected his charac.
ter.Tuserved as a church, a residence, and a tomb for the royal family
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i I is pursuit ofbulding and extending Spanish povee, Pilp I \
hilp s Marriages
e s N fad many toos i his arenal. Marage was one. To buld
S = e s it e o
i Tador Ve a total of four times, aining power and i some cases additonal A8
teritry.Yet because alfances lasted only a long s the marriage,
i A Al
i e ik ‘and Renaissance women often did not ive long, Philp needed other
Ways to expand Spain's power, War was another sefulsrategy, it
gained him the Kingdom of Prtugal and established him as the
defenderof the Roman Catholic Church. Wealth was perhaps his most
il mariage important tol.Siver and gold fom his coloniesin the Americas
Mary Tudor n 1554 ' Spanish economy and ensured Spanish power:
ol 1554 fueled the Spanish economy and ensured Spanish oy
with England until
Mary's death four
yearslater

The Spanish melted dovn
Native American gold omaments ke
this one to make Spanish coins ke those above,

Phii's victory against the Turks in the Battle of Lepanto
gy st i ol s defeder fhe Cthe Churc

1. Apply Information Wht various
purposes could royal mariages serve
during the age of absolutism?

2. Understand Cause and Effect How
did Phil's colonies in the Americas
afecthis goals for Spain?

1) et e e A
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the Catholic Reformation and turn back the rising Protestant tide in
Europe. Within his empire, Philip enforced religious unity, turning the
Inquisition against Protestants and other people thought to be heretics

Battles in the Mediterranean and the Netherlands Philip fought
many wars as he attempted to advance Spanish Catholic power. In the
Mediterranean, the Ottoman empire continued to pose a thrcat to Euro-
pean contl of the region. At the Battle of Lepanto in 1571, Spain and its
Ttalian allies soundly defeated an Ottoman flect off the coast of Greeee.
Although the Ottoman Empire would remain a major power n the Medi-
terrancan region for three more centuries, Christians still hailed the
battl s a great vietory and a demonstration of Spain's power:

During the last half of his reign, Philip battled robels in the Nether-
lands. AL the time, the rogion included 17 provinces that are today Bel-
gium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg, It as the richest part of Philip's
empire. Protestants in the region resisted Philips effrts to crush their
faith. Protestants and Catholics alike opposed high tases and autocratic
‘Spanish rule, which threatened loal traditions of sclf government.

T the 15605, riots against the Inquisition sparked a general uprising
in the Netherlands. Savage fighting raged for decades. In 1381, the
northern, largely Protestant provinces declared their independence from
Spain and became known as the Dutch Netherlands. They did not gain
offcial recognition, however, until 1648, The southern, mostly Catholic
provinces of the Netherlands remained part of the Spanish Empire.

The Armada Sails Against England By the 15805, Philip saw
Englands Queen Blizabeth 1 as his chief Protestant enemy. First
secretly, then openly, Elizabeth had supported the Dutch against Spain.
She encouraged English captains such as Francis Drake, known as sea
dogs, to plunder Spanish treasure ships and Ioot Spanish cities in the
‘Americas. To Phili's ismay, Elizabeth made the pirate Drake a knight,

To end English attacks and subdue the Dutch,
Philip prepared a huge armada, or fleet, to carry a
Spanish invasion force to England. In 1585, the
Spanish Armada sailed with more than 130 ships,
20,000 men, and 2400 pieces of artlley. The Span-
ish were confident of viciory. “When we meet.the
English,” predicted one Spanish commander, “God
will surely arrange matters so that we can grapple
and board them, cither by sending some strange
freak of weather or, more likely, just by depriving the
English of their wits.”

“This prediction did not come to pass. In the English
Channel, lumbering Spanish ships were outmaneu-
vered by the lighter, faster English ships. Strong
winds favored the English, scattering the Armada.
After further disasters at sea, the tattered remnants
limped home in defeat.

An Empire Declines The defeat of the Armada
‘marked the beginning of the end of Spanish power.
‘Throughout the 16005, Spain’s sirength and prosper-
ity decreased. One reason for this decline was that
‘Philip IT's successors ruled far less ably than he ha.

Spain Loses Territory
The Treatyof Munster,signed in 1648,
ecognized th independence f the
Netherands Protestant provinces.
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Economic problems were also to blame. Costly overseas wars drained
wealth out of Spain almost s fast as it came in. Treasure from the Amer-
icas led Spain to neglect farming and commerce. The government heavily
taxed the small middle elass, weakening a group that in other European
nations supported royal power. The expulsion of Muslims and Jews from
Spain deprived the cconomy of many skilled artisans and merchants.
Finally,the influs of American gold and silver led to soaring inflation.

‘As Spain's power dwindled in the 1600s and 17005, Dutch, English, and
French ficets challenged—and eventually surpassed—Spanish poswer both
in Europe and around the world

@ Checkpoint What were Philp I motivations for waging war?

Spain’s Golden Age

The century from 1550 to 1650 i often referred to as Spain's Siglo de Oro
(SEEG loh day OHR oh), or “golden contury; for the brilliance of it arts
and literature. Philip IT was an enthusiastic patron of the arts and also
founded academies of science and mathematics.

‘Among the famous painters of this period was a man called EI Greco,
meaning “the Grock" Though not Spanish by birth, El Greco is consid:
e e 0 e crod to bo o master of Spanish puiting. Born on the Greck sland of
Daining. How does ElGroco oxpress Crete, Tl Greco had studied in Ttaly before settling in Spain. He pro-
eligious themes intis paintng? duced haunting religious picturcs and striking portraits of Spanish
nobles. EI Greco's use of vibrant colors influenced the work of Dicgo
Velazquer (vuh LAHS kes), court painter to King Philip IV. Veldzquez is
perhaps best known for his vivid portraits of Spanish roalty

Spains golden century produced several outstanding writers. Lope de
Vega (L0 pay dub VAY guh), a peasant by birth, wrote more than 1,500
plays, including witty comedies and action-packed romances. Miguel de
Gervantes (sur VAN teez) was the most important writer of Spains golden
age. His Don Quisote, which pokes fun at medicval tales of chivalry, s con-
sidered to be Europe's first modern novel. Although Don Quisote mocks
the traditions of Spain's foudal past, Cervantes dopicts with affection both
the foolish but heroie idealism of Don Quisote and the unromantic, carthy
realism of his sidekick, Sancho Pana.

@ Checkpoint What was the Siglo de 0ro?

View of Toledo

ElGreco's painting shows the Spanish

Progress Monitoring Online
For: el iz withvocabulary prcice
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Assessment -

 Terms, People, and Places Comprehension and Critical Thinking @ Writing About History

1. For ach term, person, o plac sed 3. Compare and Contrast How were  Quick Wite: Generate Arguments
the begnning of the secton, write 3 Chares and Piip alke and e Choos a opic o this secto that coud
senence xplaining s sgnifcance. entinthei goals of enuring absolute be thesubject of a persuasive ssay—for

owerand srengthening Catholicsm?  example, whetherEngand vas relly a

Note Taking 4. Synheiz formation Why i that 0 SpanThenwite o thesls

2. Reading Skl entify Main deas  Spansh power and pospeitydecine?  tatements,one aruing each ide f your
and Supporting Details Useyour 5. Summarize Why i theperiodfom  topic Mk suretat the rguments clearly
Completed outine toansver the Focus 1550 01650 consideed Spin’s explain oppoie o ifering opinons on
Qeston:How did Pilp I extend goldenage? he opic

Spain's pover and help establish
golden age?




