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A Limited Monarchy The Glorious Revolution created not a democ-
racy,but a type of government called limited monaxchy, in which a con-
stitation or legisative body limits the monarch's powers. English rlers
till had much pover, but they had to obey the law and govern in part
nership with Parliament. In the age of absolute monarchy elsewhere in
Europe, the limited monarchy in England swas quite radical

The Glorious Revolution also greatly influenced important political
thinkers of the time, such as John Locke. Locke’ ideas were later used
by leaders of the American Revolution as the basis for their struggle,and
are found in documents such as the Declaration of Independence

@ Checkpo

it What was the Glorious Revolution?

Constitutional Government Evolves

In the century following the Glorious Revolution, three nese political
stitations arose in Britain: olitical paries, the cabinet, and the offce

of prime minister. The appearance of these intitutions was part of the

evolution of Britains constitutional government—that is, a govern-

ment whose power s defined and limited by law:

Political Parties Emerge In the late 1600s, political parties emerged
in England as a powerful force in politis. At first, there were just two
political parties—Tories and Whigs. Tories were generally aristocrats who
Sought 1o preserve older traditions. They supported broad roal powers
and a dominant Anglican Church. Whigs backed the policies of the Glori
‘ous Revolution. They were more likely to reflect urban business interests,
support religious toleration, and favor Parliament over the crown.

‘The Cabinet System The cabinet, anather new feature of government,
evolved in the 17005 after the British throne passed to a German prince.
George 1 spoke no English and
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unified body by requiring all mem-
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Although the title was not vet in use, Walpole is often called Britain's
first prime minister. In time, the poser of the prime minister would
exceed that of the monarch. Other countris later adopted and adapted
the cabinet system, including the United States.

@ Checkpoint What thee poliicalinstitutions contributed to the
evoluton of Britain’ contitutionalgovernment?

A Society Still Ruled by the Few

The decades that Walple headed the cabinet were a time of peace and pros-
periy. But even as Parliament and the cahinet assumed nese powers, Br
s government was fa from demoeratic. Rather it was an oligarchy—
a government in which theruling power belangs t a e people.

Tn Briain, landowning aristocrats were belicved (o be the “natural”
ruling class. The highes nobes held seats in the House of Lords. Other
wealtby landovners and rich business leaders in the cities controlled
elections to the House of Commons. The right to vote was lmited to  rel-
atively few male property awners

Most Britons had neither the wealth nor the privileges of the upper
class and lived very differently, making a meager living from the land. In
the 17005, even that poor existence was threatened. Wealthy landowers,
attempting to increase agricoltural production, hovght up farms and
ook over common lands, eviting tena. farmers and small landowners,
Because they controlled Parliament, they easily passed laws ensuring
that their actions were legal. As a result many landless families drified
into towns, where they faced a harsh existence.

However, a_relatively strong middle class—including merchants,
craftspeople, and manufacturers—vas growing. These prosperaus and
often wealthy people controlled afuirs i the towns and ities. Some
improved their social standing by marrying into the landed gentry. The
middle class also produced talented inventors and entreprencurs who
would so0n help usher in the Indutrial Revlution.

@ Checkpoint  How did Biish socety emain divided?
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The English Bill of Rights

When the Catholic James IT was forced from
the English throne in 1688, Parliament
offered the crown to his Protestant daughter
Mary and her husband, William of Orange.
But Parliament insisted that William and
Mary submit to a Bill of Rights. This
document, reflecting the long-standing
struggle between monarch and Parliament,
sums up the powers that Parliament had been
seeking since the Petition of Right in 1628, This document
ensured the superiority of Parliament over the monarchy
and spelled out basic rights.

hereas, the late King James I1 ... did endeavor to subvert! and
extirpate? the Protestant religion and the lavws and libertics of this
kingdom ... and whereas the said late King James IT having abdicated the
government, and the throne being vacant .. the said lords (Parliament]
being now assembled in a full and free representative [body) of this
nation ... do in the frst place ... declare:

1. That the pretended power of suspending of laws or the execution of
Laws by regal authority without consent of Parliament s ilegal.

4. That levying money for or to the use of the crown by pretense of
prerogative? without grant of Parliament .. illegal;

5. That it is the right of the subjects o petition the king, and all
commitments and prosecutions for such petitioning are llegal

6. That .... raising or keeping a standing army within the ingdom in
time of peace, unless it be with consent.of Parliament, i against law:

8. That election of members of Parliament aught to be fre.

9. That the freedom of specch and debates or proceedings in Parliament
ought not to be challenged or questioned in any court or place out of
Parliament.

10. That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines
imposed, nor eruel and unusual punishments inlicted.

18. And that, for redress of all grievances and for the amending,
strengthening, and preserving of the laws, Parliaments ought to be held
frequently.

1. subvert s 031 . 10 dsto v, or undermine.
2 extipate o i pa 0 hmate
3. prerogative pre 1akG uh th) 1. ight

Anengraving made n 1689
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A portatof King James of ngland pained
around 1619 gives no hint ofthe monarch's
requent clashes with Pariament.

WITNESS HISTORY 46 a0

Charting a Collision Course

1n 1603 James | amonarch with stongdeas about
His ol tok the Englshtone. 610 the ki
e geech o Ptfament st ook e e
e cpposits ffectof wht he nerdec:

The stateof Monarchy s thesupremest thing upon
earth; forkings are not ony God's eutenants upan
earthand it upon Gods throne, ut even by God
imsel they are caled gods.... Kingsare sty
called gods for tha tey exercise a manneror
resemblance of ivine power upon earth. ... And
tothe Kingscu both the affection ofthe souland
thesevic o te body o is subjects.

—lames1

Fous Question How did e Bitsh afament aset s
tihts against oyl st absolutepowe i he 160057

Parliament Triumphs in England

Objectives @)

« Describethe Tudor monarchs'relations ith
Parlament.

« Analyze how dashes betueen the Stuarts and
Parlament ushered in acentury of revolution,

« Understand how the Englsh CulWar and the
developmentofthe Commonwiealth ed o the
Gorous Revolution.

« Explain the development of English
consttutional goverment

Terms, People, and Places.

James1 nited rorchy
dsenter conitos!
Purtans qovemment
s atnet
Olve Comvell  algary

gish Bilof Rigts
Note Taking

Reading Skil:Idenify Supporting Details 45
you read th sectio, se a owchart o record
detals bout the evoltion of the English
Parament, One has been stated or you

[Tttt s e P |

In the 16005, while Louis XIV perfected royal absclutism in
France, political power in England took a different path. Despite
attempts by English monarchs to increase royal authority, Parlia-
ment steadily expanded its own influence.

From 1485 1o 1603, England was ruled by Tudor monarchs.
‘Although the Tudors belicved in divine right, they shrewdly recog-
nized the value of good relations with Parliament. As you have read,
when Henry VIII broke with the Roman Catholic Church, he turned
to Parliament to legalize his actions. Parliament approved the Act of
Supremacy, malking the monarch head of the Church of England.

A constant need for money also led Henry to consult Parliament
frequently. Although he had inherited a hulging treasury, he
quickly used up his funds fighting overseas wars, To levy new
taxes, the king had to seek the approval of Parliament. Members
of Parliament tended to vote as Honrys agents instructed. Still,
they became accustomed to being consulted on important maters.

When Elizabeth 1 gained the throne, she too both consulted and
controlled Parliament. Her advisors conveyed the queen’s wishes to
Parliament and forbade discussion ofcertain subjects,such a foreign
policy or the queen’s marriage. Her skill in handling Parliament

 helped make “Good Queen Bes” a popularand successful ruler:

& Checkpoint Why did Henry Vill work with Parliament?
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A Century of Revolution Begins

* Elizabeth died childless in 1603. Her heir was her relative James Stuart, the
ruling King of Sotland. The Stuarts were neither as popular s the Tudors
nor as skllful in dealing with Parliament. They oo nherited problems that
Henry and Flzabeth had long suppressed. The result was a “century of
rovoltion” that. pitted the Stuart manarchs against Pariament.

The Stuarts Issue a Challenge The first Stuart monarch, James I,
had agreed to rule according to English laws and customs. Soon, hovw-
ever, he was lecturing Parliament about divine right. °L will not be con-
tent that my poswer be disputed upon, he declared. Leaders in the House
of Commons fescely resisted the king’s claim o absolute posrer.

James repeatedly clashed with Parliament aver money and foreign
policy. He needed funds to finance his lavish court and wage wars. When
members wanted to discuss foreign policy before voting funds, James dis-
solved Parliament and collected taxes on his own.

James also clashed with dissenters, Protestants who differed with
the Chureh of England. One group, called Puritans, sought to “purify”
the church of Catholic practices. Puritans called for simpler services and
a more democratic church without bishops. James rejected their
demands, vowing to “harry them out of this land or else do worse.”

Parliament Responds In 1625, Charles 1 inherited the throne. Like
his father, Charles behaved like an absolute monarch. He imprisoned his
foes without trial and squeezed the nation for money: By 1628, however,
his need to raise taxes forced Charles to summon Parliament. Before
Voting any funds, Parliament insisted that Charles sign the Petition of
Right. This document prohibited the king from raising taxes without
Parliament’s consent or from jailing anyone without legal justification.

Charles did sign the Petition, but he then dissolved Parliament in
1629, For 11 years, he ignored the Petition and ruled the nation without
Parliament. During that time, he created bitter enemies, especially
amang Puritans. His Archbishop of Canterbury,

Vocabulary Builder
suppressed—sub PRESD) 1 kept from
being revealed; put down by orce

Williams Laud, tried to force all clergy to folow
striet Anglican rules, dismissing or imprisoning
dissenters. Many people felt that the archbishop
was trying to revive Catholic practices

In 1637, Charles and Laud tried to impose the
Anglican prayer book on Scotland. The Calvinist
Scots revolted. To get funds to suppress the Seot-
tish rebellion, Charles once again had to summon
Parliament in 1640, When it met, however, Par-
liament launched its own revolt.

The Long Parliament Begins The 1640 Pur-
liament became known as the Long Parliament
because it lasted on and off until 1653, It actions
triggered the greatest political revolution in
English history. In 2 mounting struggle with
Charles 1, Parliament tried and exceuted his
chief ministers, including Archbishop Laud. It
called for the abolition of bishops and declared
that the Parliament could not be dissolved with-
out its own consent,

A Voice for Absolutism
1651, o years afe the English Cvl War
ended, Englsh plical pilsopher Thomas
Hobbes published Levithan. In this bock he
explained why he favored an absolute
manarchy How might people who supported
Parament over the monarch have argued
against Hobbes's view?
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death.And the ife of man s slitary, pocr,
nasty, brutish, and short.??

—Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan
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- ENGLAND DIVIDED:

PARLIAMENT AND THE MONARCHY FIGHT FOR POWER
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Charles lashed back. Tn 1642, he led troops into the House of Commons
o arrest its most radical leaders. They escaped through a back door and
soon raised their own army, The clash now moved to the battleficld

@ Checkpoint What was the Petition of Right?

Fighting a Civil War

The civil war that followed lasted from 1642 to 1631, Like the Fronde
that oceurred about the same time in France, the English Civil War
posed a major challenge to absolutism. But while the forces of royal
power won in France, in England the forcesof revolution trivmphed

Cavaliers and Roundheads At fist, the odds seemed to favor the
supporters of Charles I, called Cavaliors. Many Cavaliers were wealthy
nobles, proud of their plumed hate and fashionably long hair. Well
trained in dueling and warfare, the Cavaliers expected a quick victory.
But their foes proved to he tough fighters with the courage of their con-
victions. The forces of Parliament were composed of country gentry.
town-dueelling manufacturers, and Puritan clergy. They were called
Roundheads because their hais was cut close around their heads.

‘The Roundheads found a leader of genius in Oliver Cromwell. A Puri
tan member of the lesser gentry, Cromwwell proved himelf o be a skilled
general, He organized a New Model Army” for Parliament, made up ofoffic-
ers selected for skill rather than social dlass, into a disciplined fighting force
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A King Is Executed Eventually Parliament set up a court to pot the
King on trial It condemned him o death as “a tyrant,traitor, morderer,
and public enemy” On a cold January day i 1649, Charles I stood on a
scaffold surrounded by bis foes. "I am a martyr of the people,” he
declared. Showing no fear, the king tald the exceutioner that he himself
would give the sign for him to strike, Allr a brief prayer, Charles knclt
and placed his neck on the block. On the agreed signal, the cxceutioner
sovered the kings neck with a single stroke,

The exceution sent shoek waves throughout Earope. In the past, a
King had occasionally been assassinated or killed in battle. But for the
firsttime,  ruling monarch had been tried and exccated by bis own peo-
ple. The parliamentary forces had sent a clear messsge that, in England,
2o ruler could claim absolute power and ignore the rulo oflaw;

@ Checkpoint  What was the result o the English Civil War?

Cromwell and the Commonwealth

‘After the execution of Charles 1, the House of Commons abolished the
sonazchy, the Houso of Lords, and the cstablisbed Church of Englard. It
decared England a ropublc, known s the Commonvealth, under the
leadership of Oliver Cromwell,
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Vocabulary Builder
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Challenging the Commonwealth The new government faced many.
threats. Supporters of Charles 11, the unerowned heir to the throne,
attacked England by way of Ireland and Scotland. Cromsiel led forces
into Ireland and brutally crushed the uprising. He then took harsh mea.
sures against the Irish Catholic majority that are still vividly remem-
bered in that nation today.In 1652, Parliament passed a law exiling most
Catholics to barren land in the west of Ireland. Any Catholic found dis-
beying this arder could be killed on sight.

Squabbles also splintered forces within the Commonwealth. One
grou, called Levellers, thought that poor men should have as much say
in government as the gentry, lawyers, and other leading citizens. “Tho
poarest be that is in England hath a lfe to live as the greatest he,” wrote
one Leveller: In addition, female Levellers asserted their right to petition
Parliament. These ideas horrified the gentry, who dominated Parliamont.
Cromwoll suppressed the Levellers, as well as more radical groups who
threatened owmership of private property. In 1653, as the challengos to
order grews, Cromwell took the tile Lord Protector, From then on, he
ruled as a virtual dictator through the army:

Puritans: A Sobering Influence Under the Commonwealth, Puri
{ans—with ther goal of roatng out godlcssnoss—gained a new voice i
society. The English Civil War thus ushered in a socal revolution as well
as a plitical one

Parfiament. enacted o series of laws designed to make sure that Sun.
day was set aside for religious observance. Anyone over the age of 14 who
was caught “profaning the Lord's Day” could be fined. To the Puritans,
theaters were frivolous. So like John Calvin in Geneva, Cromwel closed
all theaters. Paritans alo frowned o taverns,gambling, and dancing.

Puritans fet that every Christian, rich and poor, must be able to read
heir Bible To spresd relgious knowledie,they encouraged education or all
peopl. By mid-century, fmiliesfrom allclasses were sending thei children
1o schoo, girs 28 ell a beys, Paritans also pshed for hangos in marriage
o ensure greater idelt. In addiion to marviages based on business nter-
ests, they encouraged marriages based on love, S, 5 i the past, women
were seen mainly as caretakers of the family subordinate to men.

Althoigh Cromselldid no tlerate open worship by Roman Cathalics
he beleved in religious frcedom for ather Protestant groups. Ho even
welcomed Jews back to England after more than 350 years of exile

The Commonwealth Ends Oliver Cromuwelldicd in 1655 Soon after
the Puritans lost their grip on England. Many people were tired of mili
tary rule and strict Puritan ways. In 1660, a newly clected Parliament
invited Charles I o return to England from exile

England's “kingloss decade” ended with the Restaration, or returm of the
‘manarchy. Vet Puritan ideas about morality, cqualty, government, and
education endured. In the following century, these ideas would play an
importan ole in shaping the future o Britain's colonies in the Amricas

& Checkpoint What was the Commonwealth?

From Restoration to Glorious Revolution
In late May 1660, cheering crowds welcomed Charles IT back to London.
John Exelyn, 2 supparter and diarist whose writings are an important
‘souree of information about English political and social history, wrote:
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—Jofm Evelyn, Diory
Charles I

th bis charm and flashing wit, young Charles 1T was a pop-

ular ruler. He reopened theaters and taverns and presided over a lively
court in the manner of Louis XIV. Charles recstablished the Church of
England but encouraged toleration of other Protestants such as Presby-

terians, Quakers, and Baptists

Although Charles accepted the Petition of Right, he shared his father's
belief in absolute monarchy and secretly had Cathalic sympaties. Stll

he shrewdly avoided his father's mistakes in dealing with Parliament.

James Il is Forced 1o Flee Charles's brother, James II, inherited the
thrane in 1685. Unlike Charles, James practiced his Catholic faith
openly. He angered his subjects by suspending laws on a whim and
appointing Catholics to high office. Many English Protestants feared that

James would restare the Roman Catholic Church,

In 1685, alarmed parliamentary leaders
invited James's Protestant daughter, Mary, and
her Dutch Protestant husband, William 111 of
Orange, to become rulers of England. When Will
iam and Mary landed with their army late in
1658, James I fled to France. This bloodless over-
throw of the king became known as the Glorious
Revalution

‘The English Bill of Rights Before they could
be erowned, William and Mary had to aceept sev-
eral acts passed by Parliament in 1689 that
became known as the English Bill of Rights.
The Bill of Rights ensured the superiority of Par-
liament over the monarchy. It required the mon-
arch to summon Parliament regularly and gave
the House of Commons the *power of the purse;”
or contrul over spending. A king or queen could no
longer interfere in parliamentary debates or sus-
pend laws. The Bill of Rights also barred any
Roman Catholic from sitting on the thron.

The Bill of Rights also restated the traditional
rights of English citizens, such as trial by jurs. It
abolished excessive fines and cruel o unjust pun-
ishment. I affmed the principle of habeas
corpus. That is, no person cauld be held in prison
without first being charged with a specific erime.

In addition, a separate Toleration Act, also of
1689, granted limited religious freedom o Puri-
tans, Quakers, and other dissenters. Still, only
members of the Church of England could hold
public office. And Catholics were allowed no
religious freedom.
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Our Puritan Heritage.

Decades before the urtans gined power
in England, Purtas g n the
Massachusets Bay colny wrked to put

1 action thei own deas sbout
relgon and goverment The Purns
new that to assure sunival of their
elesand culure,tey would have to
educate therchdren to read and
wit.AS so0n 25 they were bl the
Puitans began 1 st p schoos starting
with the Boston Ltin Schoo n 1635 nd then Hanvard Callege
below in 1636.

Eventualthe colonies became the United tates. Over ime,the
est o the country adopted he Puritan traditon of stablishing publi
schools o helptrain chden to become good fzensofteir
community. A fterate, wellnformed cizeny hascontnued t be
major aim of American schos o tis day. What other nsttutions
help to train American children to be good ciizens?





