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A Ruthless Absolute Monarch Catherine was also an absolute mon-
arch, like other Buropean rulers of the time, and often he was among the
most ruthless. She granted a charter to the boyars outlining important
rights, such as exemption from tauxes. She also allowed them to increase
their stranglehold on the peasants. When peasans rebelled against the
harsh burdens of serfdom, Catherine took firm action to repress them. As &
result, conditions grew worse for Russian peasants. Under Catherine, ven.
‘more peasants were forced into serfdom,

Like Peter the Great, Catherine was determined to expand Russia's
borders. Waging the RussoTurkish war against the Ottoman Enpire
gained her a warm-water port on the Black Sea in 1774. She also took
steps to seize territory from neighboring Poland.

The Partitions of Poland In the 17705, Catherine, King Frederick 11
of Prussia, and Emperor Joseph 11 of Austria hungrily eed Poland. As
you have read, the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth had once been o
Ereat European power. However, its rulers were unable to centralize
their power or diminish the influence of the Polish nobility: The divided
Polish government was ill-prepared to stand up to the increasing might
of its neighbors, Russia, Prussia, and Austria,

To avoid fighting one another, the three monarchs agreed in 1772 to
partition, or divide up, Poland. Catherine took part of castern Poland,
where many Russians and Ukrainians lived. Frederick and Joseph took
control of Polish territory in the west. Poland was further partitioned in
1793. Then in 1795, Austria, Prussia, and Russia each took their final
slices and the independent country of Poland vanished from the map.
Not until 1919 would a free Polish state reappear.

@ Checkpoint How were Catherine’s goals smiar to those of Peter?

Looking Ahead

By the mid-1700s, absolute monarchs ruled four of the ive leading coun-
tries in Europe. Britain, with its strong Parliament, was the only excep-
tion. As these five nations competed with one another,they often ended
up fighting to maintain a balance of power At the same time, new ideas
were in the air. Radical changes would soon shatter the French monar-
chy, upset the balance of povwer, and revolutionize European societics
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The palace (f) o Catherne the Great (fr ef) refects
both Eurapean and taditonal Rusian architectural styls,
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A Foreign Princess Takes the Throne
For ety year,te Geman pricess Catherin ied
atthe Russion cout, enduring an urappy mariage to
the Russan e pparent, wiho was widely considered
o be insane.She filed her ime reading,stucying
French phlosophy bulding allancesbehind the
scenes,and biding her time When her husband.
became emperorin 1762, she caled an her alles o
2ct Within 2 few months he had beendeposed and
Catherine procaimed emprss of Rusia.Like Pte te
Greatbefore et Catherine would e with
inteligence,afim hand, and a mind set on
modernization

Focus Question How did eter the Great and
Catherin the Great stengthen Rusia and expand
its terttory?

Absolute Monarchy in Russia

Objectives

« Explain how Peerthe Great tied to make Russia
into  modern state,

« dentfy the steps Pete 00k to expand Rusias
borders.

« Descrbe how Catheine the Great srengthened
Russia
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In the carly 1600s, Russia was still a medieval state, untouched by
the Renaissance or Reformation and largely isolated from Western
Europe. As you have read, the “Time of Troubles” had plunged the
‘country into a period of disorder and foreign invasions. The reign
of the first Romanov tsar in 1613 restored o measure of order. Not
until the end of the century, however, did a tsar emerge who was
strong enough to regain the absolute porwer of earlier tsars, Peter
the Great, as he came to be called, used his pover to put Russia
on the road to becoming a great modern pover.

Peter the Great Modernizes Russia

Peter, just 10 years old when he took the throne in 1682, did
not take control of the government until 1689, Although he was
not well educated, the young Lsar was immensely curious. He
spent hours in the “Gorman quarter” the Moscow neighborhood
where many Dutch, Scottsh, English, and other forcign artisans
and soldiers lived. There, he heard of the new technalogy that was
helping Western European monarchs forge porwerful empircs.

Journey to the West In 1697, Peter set out to learn about
Western ways for himself. He spent hours walking the strets of
Buropean cities, noting the manners and homes of the people. He
visited actories and ast galleries, learned anatomy from a doctor,
and even had a dentist teach him how to pull teeth. In England,
Peter was impressed by Parliament. It is good.” he said, “to hear
subjects speaking truthfully and openly to their king."
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Peter brought to Russia a group of technical experts, teachers, and
soldiers he had recruited in Burope. He then embarked on a policy of
swesternization, that is, the adoption of Western ideas, technology, and
culture. But persuading fellow Russians to change their way of fe proved
diffcult, To impose his wil, Peter hecame the most autocratic of Europe's
absolute monarchs, meaning that he ruled with unlimited authority.

Controlling the Church and the Nobles Peter pursued several
related goals. He wanted to strengthen the military, expand Russian bor-
ders, and centralize royal powes, To achieve his ends, he brought all Rus-
sian institutions under his control, including the Russian Orthodox
Church. He also forced the haughty hoyars, or landowning nobles, to
serve the state in civilian or military positions.

Some changes had a symbolic meaning. For example, after returning
from the West, Peter stipulated that boyars shave their beards. He also
forced them to replace their old-fashioned robes with Western-style
clothes. To end the practice of secluding upper-class women in separate
quarters, he held grand partios at which women and men were expected
to dance together. Russian nobles opposed this radical mixing of the
sexes in public,but they had to comply.

Peter knew that nobles would serve the state only if their own inter.
ests were protected. Thercfore, he passed laws cnsuring that nobles
retained control over their lands, including the serfs on those lands, In
doing so, Peter strengthened serfdom. Under his rule serfdom spread in
Russia, long after it had died out in Western Europe. Further, he forced
some serfs to become soldiers o to work as laborers on roads, canals, and
other government projects.

Modernizing With Force Using autocratic methods, Peter pushed
through social and economic reforms. He imported Western technolog,
improved education, simplifed the Russian alphabet, and set up acade-
mies for the study of mathematics, science, and engineering. To pay for
his sweeping reforms, Peter adopted mercantilst policies, such as
encouraging exports. He improved waterways and canals, developed
mining and textile manufacturing, and backed new trading companies.

Peter had no mercy for any who resisted the new order. When clte
palace guards revolted, he had more than 1,000 of the rebels tortured
and exceuted. Then, as an example of his power, he left their rotting
corpses autside the palace walls for months

@ Checkpoint What rewards and pur
o solidify his control over the nobles?

Peter use

Peter Expands Russia’s Borders

From his carliest days s tsar, Peter worked to build Russia’s
miltary power. He created the largest. standing army in
Europe, buil a world-class navy from scratch, and set out to
extend Russian borders to the west and south.

Seeking a Warm-Water Port Russisn seaports, located
along the Arctic Ocean, were frozen over during the winter. To
increase Russia's abilit to trade with the West, Peter desper-
ately wanted a warm-water pori—one that would be free of
iceall year round.
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The nearest warm-water coast was located along the Black Sea. To
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‘The Great Northern War In 1700, Peter began  long war against the
kingdom of Stweden, which at the time, dominated the Baltic region. Barly
on, Russia suffered humiliating defeats. A Swedish force of oly 8,000 men
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defeated a Russian army five times its size. Undaunted, Peter rebuilt his
‘army, modeling it after European armies. Finally in 1709, he defeated the
‘Swedes and won territory along the Baltic Sea.

Building St. Petersburg On this land won from Sweden, Peter built a
‘magnifcent new capitl ity St Petershur. Secking to open a “windovr
on the West” he located the city on the Baltic coast along the swampy
shores of the Neva River. He forced tens of thousands of serfs o drain the
swamps. Many thousands died, but Peters plan for the city succeeded
He then invited Ialian architects and artisans to design great palaces in
Western style. Peter even planned the city's parks and boulevards him-
Self. Just as Versailles hecame a monument to French absolutism,
St Petersburg became a great symbol of Peter's effort to forge o
‘modern Russia.

Blazing Trails to the Pacific Russian traders and raiders alao crossed
the plains and rivers of Siberia, expanding the Russian empire to the cast.
Under Poter, Russia signed o treaty with China that recognized Russia's
claim to lands north of China and defined the empires’ common border:

In the carly 17005, Peter hired the Danish navigator Vitus Bering to
explore what became known as the Bering Strait between Siberia and
Alaska (sce map on the next page). Afler Peter's death, Russian traders
built outposts in Alaska and northern California. Fow Russians moved
east of the Ural Mountains at this time, but the expansion made Russia
the largest country in the world. I sl is today, nearly 300 years later

Peter the Great's Legacy When Peter dicd in 1725, he loft a mixed leg-
acy. He had expanded Russian territory, gained ports on the Baltic Sea,
and created a mighty army. Ho had also ended Russia’s long period of iso-
lation. From the 17005 on, Russia would be increasingly involved in the
affairs of Western Burope. Yet many of Peter’s ambitious reforms died with
im. Nobles, for example, soon ignored his policy of sevice to the state.
Like carlier tsars, Poter the Great had
used terror to enforce his absolute power: His

policies contributed to the growth of sert

dom, which served only to widen the gop

betwieen Russia and the West that Peter had

sought to narrow:

& Checkpoint What impact did Peter's
defeat of Sweden have on Russia’s
expansion?

Catherine the Great
Follows Peter’s Lead

Peter died without an heir and without nam-
g s successor. This set off a pawer struggle
within the Romanov family, from whom all
the tsars had come since the carly 16005
Under a serie of ineffctive rulers, Russian
nobles reasserted their independence. Then,
a new monarch took the reins of power
firmly in hand. She becamse known o history
as Catherine the Great.

e yearsafte Peter's eign, Russia'sbest known
poet,Alxander Pushiin, partayed th tar s a

Targer than-Ife rle etermined totame nature:
0 mater what the cost. How does Pushin
describe the tsar?

€6 There, by th billows desolate,
He stood ithmighty thoughts eate,
And gazed,butn the disance only
A sony siff on the broad spate
Of Neva it seaward, onely.
A thus e mused Fom ere indeed
Shallwe stie teror n the Swede?
i here a ity by our labor
Founded,shall gallou haughy.
neghtor...
—Alecander Pushkn,
The ronze orseman W) aso
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‘WMap Skills During th 16005 and
17005, Russa expanded its power and
inflence both eastward and westward

tobecome the lagest nation in the
worl
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2. Place Why were partson theBlack nawy?

Sea more appealing to ussia than
those o th Baltic?

Rise to Power A German princess by hirth, Catherine came to Russia
at the age of 15 to wed the heir to the Russian throne. She learned Rus-
sian, embraced the Russian Orthodox faith, and won the loyalty of the
peaple. In 1762, group of Russian army officers loyal to her deposed and
‘murdored her mentally unstable husband, Tar Poter I11. Whther or not
Catherine was involved in the assassination is uncertain. In any case,
with the support of the military, she ascended the Russian throne.

An Enlightened Ruler Catherine proved to be an efficient, energetic
empress. She reorganized the provincial government, codified laws, and
began state-sponsored education for both boys and girls

Like Peter the Great, Catherine embraced Western ideas and worked
to bring Russia fully into European cultural and political lfe. At court,
she encouraged French language and customs, wrote histories and plays,
and organized performances. As you will read in the next chaper, she
was also a serious student of the French thinkers who led the intellectual
‘movement known as the Enlightenment.





