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By the carly 17005, Buropean thinkers Tt that nothing was
beyond the reach of the human mind. Through the use of reason,
insisted these thinkers, people and governments could solve overs
social, political, and cconomic problom. In cssence, these writers,
scholars, and philosophers folt they could change the world

Scientific Revolution Sparks

the Enlightenment

The Scientifi Revalution of the 1500 and 1600s bad transformed
the way people in Erope looked at the world. In the 1700, other
scentists expanded European knawledge. For cxample, Edward
Jenner developed  vaceine against. smallpox, 4 discase whose.
path ofdeath spanne the centurics.

Scientific auccessos canvinced educated Europeans of the poser
of human reason, Natural Jaws or rules discoverable by reason,
govern sientific focos such as gravity and magnotism. Why not,
then, use nataral ax: to bottor understand social, cconomi, and
poltical problems? Using the methods of the new science, rform-
cre thus st aut. t study human behavior and solve the problers
ofsocity.In this way,the Scientific Revolution led to another rev-
olution in_thinking, known as the Enlightenment. Immanucl
Kant, 4 German philosopher bestknown for his work The Critgue
of Pure Reason, was one of the firt to dscribo this cra with the
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word “Enlightonment." Despito Kant' skopticism about tho porer ofrc
Son, he was enthusiastic ahout tho Enlightenment and belioved, like
many Eurapean philasophers, that natural lw could help explain
aspects of humanity.

@ Checkpoint What convinced educated Europeans to accept the
power of reason?

Hobbes and Locke Have Conflicting Views
Thomas Hobhes and John Locke, two seventoenth-contury English
thinkers, set. forth deas that were to become key to the Enlightcament
Both men livee through the upheavals of the English Givil War. Yt they
came to very different conclusions about human nature and the role of
sovernment.

Hobbes Believes in Powerful Government Thamas Hobbes out-
lined his ideas in o work titled Leviathan. In it, he srgued that people
wert naturally cruel, greedy; and slfih. If not stretly controllod, they
Would fight, rob, and oppross one another. Life in the state of nature’—
without laws ar other control—would be “colitary, poor, nasty, brutish,
and short.”

o escape that “brutish” lfe, said Hobbes, people entered into
Social contract, an agrcement by which they gave up their frocdom for
an organized societ. Hobbes believed that only & powerful government.
could ensure an orderly societs: For him, such 2 government was an abso-
lute monarchs, which could impose order and compel obedience.

Locke Advocates Natural Rights Juhn Locke had a more optimistic
view of human nature. He thought people were basically reasonable and
moral. Further, they had cortain natural Fights, o rights that belonged
0 all humans from birth, These included the right o lf, liberty;

and proerts.

In Tuwo Treatises of Government, Locke argued that poople
formed governments to protect thoir natural rights, Tho bost
kind of government, ke said, had limited power and was
accepted by all citizens. Thus, unlike Hobbes, Locke rejected
absolute monarchy: England during this tme expericncod a shift
in palitical pawer knoswn as the Glorious Revolution. James I,
an unpopular_absolute monarch, Ief the throne and fled
England in 1658, Locke later wrote that he thought James 11
deserved to be dethroned for violting the rights of the English.

Locke proposed & radical dea about this time. A government,
he said, has an abligation to the people it governs. If & govorn
ment fails its obligations or vialates people’s natural ights, the
people have tho right to overthrow that government. Locke's
idea would one day infiucnce loaders of the American Revolu-
tion, such as Benjamin Frankln, Thomas Jofferson, and James
Madison. Locke's idea of the right of revolution would also ecko.
across Europe and Latin America in the centuries that followed.

@ Checkpoint How did Hobbes and Locke iffr in thei
views onthe role of government?
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The Philosophes

In the 17008, there was a fowering of
Enlightenment thought. This was
when o group of Enlightenment
thinkers in France applied the meth-
ods of science to undorstand and
improve society. They belioved that
the use of reason could lead to
roforms of government, law, and soci-
ely. These thinkers were called
philisophes (fee loh Z0KFS), which
means “philosophers” Their ideas
soon spread beyond France and even
beyond Europe.

Montesquieu Advances the Idea
of Separation of Powers An
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Bom to wedlh Chaes Lous de | Baron de Montesquieu (MARN tus
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way o protect libery was to divide the.

various functions and powers of
government among three branches:
the logislative, exccutive, and judicial. Ho also felt that oach branch of gov-
erament should be able to sorve as a check on the other (o, an idea that
we call cheeks and balances. Montesquicu's beliefs would soon profoundly
affect the Framers of the United States Constitution.

Voltaire Defends Freedom of Thought Prabbly the most famous
of the philosaphes was FrangoisMarie Arouct, who took the
namo Voltaire. My trade,” said Voltaire, is o say what I tink” and he
@d <0 throughout his ong, controsersial lfe. Voltairo used biting wit s &
weapon to expose the abuses of his day. He targeted corrupt offcials and
dle aristocrat. With bis pen, he battled inequality,injustice, ind super.
stition. He detested the slave trade and deplored religious prejudice.

Voltaire's autspoken attacks offended both the French government
‘and the Catholic Church. He was imprisaned and forced into exile. Even
‘s he saw bis books outlawed and even burned, he continucd to defend
the principl of frcedom of speceh.

Diderot Edits the Encyclopedia Denis Diderot (DEE dub ro)
worked for years to produce a 28-volume set of books called the
Encyelopedia. As the editor, Didero did more than just compile aricles,
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His purpose was “to change tho goneral way of thinking” by explaining
idoas on topics such as government, philosoph, and religion. Diderot’s
Eneyelopedia ncluded articles by leading thinkors of the day, including
Montesquieu and Vltaire. In these articles, the philosoplies denonced
slavery, praised frcedom of expression, and urgod education for all. They
attacked divine-right theory and traditional religions. Crites raised an
outery. The French government argued that the Encyelopedia was an
attack on public morals, and the pope threatened to cxcommunicate
Roman Catholics who bought or read the volumes.

Despite these and ather cfforts to ban the Encyclopedia, more than
4,000 copios were printed hetwscen 1751 and 1789, When translated into
otber langusges, the Encyclopedia helped spread Enlightenment ideas
throughout Europe and across tho Atlantic Ocean to the Amricas

Rousseau Promotes The Social Contract Jean-Jacaucs Rousscan
(ron S01), believed that people in their natural state were basically good.
This natural innocence, he fel, was corrupted by the evils of socicty

espocially the uncqual distribution of properts. Many reformers and rev-
olutionaries later adopted this view. Among them were Thomas Paine
and Marquis do Lafagette, who wore leading figurcs of the American and
French Revolutions.

In 1762, Rousscau set forth bis ideas about government and society in
The Social Contract. Rousseau flt. that society placed too many limita.
tions on people’s behavior, He believed that some controls were ncces.
sary, but. that they should be minimal. Additionally, only governments
that had been freely elected should impose these controls.

Rousseau put his faith in the “general wil” or the hest conscience of
the peaple. The good of the community as a whole, be said, should be
Placed above individual interests. Rousscau has influenced political and
Social thinkers for more than 200 years. Woven through bis work is o
hatred of all forms of political and cconomi appression. His hold ideas
would help fan the flames of rovolt in ycars to come.

Women Challenge the Philosophes The Enlightcment logan
froe and cqual” did not apply to wamen. Though the philosopes said
women had natural rights, ther rights wero limited to the arcas of

home and family

By the mid- to late-1700s, & small but growing number of
women protested this view. Germaine de Stadl in Franco und
Catharine Macaulay and Mary Wollstonceraft in Britain
argued that women were being excluded from the social con
tract itself. Their arguments, however, were ridiculed and
often sharply condemned.

Wolltonecraft was a well knowen Britsh social critic She.
accepted that a woman's frst duty was o be o good mather
but folt that & woman should be able to decide what was in
hor own interost without dopending on ber husband, In 1792
Wollstonceraft published A Vindication of the Rights of
Woman, In it, she calld for equal education for girls and boys.
Only education, ehe argued, could give women the tocls they
nceded to participate equally with men in public e,

@ Checkpoint Whattopics were addressed by the philosophes n their
Encyclopedia artiles?

Vocabulary uilder
Bhilosophy—{fh LAt b foo) . lovo o,
orthe search for, wisdom or knowledze.

Heated Debate

Rousseau el and Vol figh) e
pictured here i the midst o an arqument.
Even though the phiosophes were refor-
minded,they disagreed sbaut some sses.
Comgare the beles o Rousseau nd
Volahe.
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New Economic Thinking

Erench thinkers known as physiocrats focused on ceonomie reforms. Like
the philosophes, physioerats based their thinking on natural laws. The
Physiocrats claimed that their rational cconomic system was based on
the natural laws of economics.

Laissez Faire Replaces Mercantilism Physiocrats rejected mercan.
tilism, which required government regulation of the cconomy Lo achicve
a favorable balance of trade. Instead, they urged a policy of

(les ay FB), allowing business to operate with little or no government
interference. Physioerats also supported free trade and opposed tarifls.

Smith Argues for a Free Market Scottish cconomist
greatly admired the physiocrats. I his influential work The Wealt of
Nations, he argucd that the frec market should be allowed to regulate
business activity. Smith tried to show how manufacturing trade, wages,
profits, and cconomic growth were all linked to the market forces of sup-
Pl and demand. Wherevor there as & demand for goods or servics, he
said, suppliers would seck to met that demand in order o gain profts.
Smith was o strong supporter of lnissez faire However, he flt tat, gov
ernment had a duty to prolect socety, administer justice, and provide
public works. Adam Smithis ideas would help to shape productive econo-
mies n the 1800s and 1900+

@ Checkpoint Why did Smith suppot lssez faie?
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