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and to meet wherever the circumstances might require until we have
established a sound and just eonstitution”

When reformeminded cleray and nobles joined the Assembly,
Louis XVI grudgingly accepted it. But royal troops gathered around
Paris, and rumors spread that the king planned to dissolve the Assembly:

@ Checkpoint What actions did delegates of the Third Estate take
when the Estates-General met n 17897

Parisians Storm the Bastille

OnJuly 14, 1789, the ity of Pais sezed the spotlight from
the Nationl Assembly meeting in Versailles, The streats
buzzed with rumors that royal troops were going to oezupy
the capital. More than 800 Parisians assembled outside the
Bastille, a grim medieval fortress used as a prison for
political and other prisoners. The crowd demanded weap-
ons and gunpowder blieved o be stored there.

‘The commander of the Bastille refused to open the
ates and opened fire on the crowd. Tn the battle that fol.
lowed, many people were killed. Finally, the enraged mab
broke through the defenses. They lilled the commander
and five guards and released the handful of prisoners who
were being hld there, bt found no weapons.

The Bastille was a symbol to the people of France rop-
resenting years of abuse by the monarchy. The storming of
and subsequent. fll of the Bastille was a wake-up cal to
Louis XVL Unlike any other riot or shorLlived protest,
this event posed a challenge to the sheer existence of the
regime. Since 1850, the Fronch have calebrated Bastille
Day annually as their national independence day.

@ Checkpoint  What was the significance of the

storming of the Bastille?

Assessment =

Parisians storm the Bastille
on uly 14,1785,
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Terms, People, and Places

1. Whatdo many ofthe key terms,people,
andplacs lsed at the begining of the
Section have in common? Exlain.

Note Taking

2. Reading Skil: Recognize Multiple
Causes Use your completed chart o
answer theFocus Question: What led
tothestorming o the Bastile,and
therfore, 1o th sart o the French
Revolution?

‘Comprehension and Critcal Thinking
3. Compare Point of View How did the
views of soiety dife betvieen the
obles and peasants in 1789 France?

4. Identify Point of View Suppose that
you are Jacques Necker Wit a para-

graph tha explains how your econoric
reform program will beneit rance

5. Express Problems Clearly What
fssuesarose when Louis V1 called the
Estaes General n 17697

Quick Wite: Make a Cause-and-Effect
Organizer Choose a specifc event from
this section and it t n the center of &
piece of paper Listcauses above it and
efects below t.Tis wil giveyou the
detals o include i your cause-and-effect
essa. You may need o do addionl
research to gather more detls.
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WITNESS HISTORY 6 amo

Inciting Revolution

Camill Desmoulins was aFrench eveutionaryleader and
journalist wio wrote pamphlet and joumals o express
Hisviews o th revlution. He 2o spoke to Parisian
owds and i tiring speeches in 1789 were 2 cause of
the storming o the Bstil prison on Jly 14, 1789.Tis
except s fom one of s speeches, “Better o Die than
ot Live e

©61n 2 democracy tho the people may be deceived, yet
they atlastlove virue. It s merit which they beeve
theyputin power s substttesfor the rascals who are
the veryessence of monarchie. Th vices, conceal
ments and crimes which are the iseasesof republcs
are the very health and existence of monarchies 9

Camille Desmouling and
French Revoluon banner

Focus Question What ed to the storming of
the Bastile, and terefre, o the star of
the French Revolution?

On the Eve of Revolution

On April 28, 1789, unrest exploded at a Paris wallpaper fctory, A
Objectives ) § rumor had spread that the factory owner was planning to eut
«Desrbe the soial dhisions o France's wages even though bread prices were soaring. Enraged workers
o order: vandalized the owner’ home.
st resons o Fance's conomic voubles Riots like these did o worry most obles. They knew tht
in 1768, France faced o severe cconomic crisi but thovght financial
«Explainwiy Lo XV calld the Estates General © reforms would ease the problem. The nobles were wrong. The cri-
and summarize whatresued. s went deeper than government finances. Reform would not be
+Understand why Pasans stormed heBasile. ¢ enough. By Jul, the hungry, unemplosed, and poorly paid people
of Paris had taken up arms. Their actions would push events fur-
Terms,People, and Places ther and fater than anyone coold have foreseen,
ancin igine JacauesNecker
Gy - French Society Divided
defctspending s Court Oath In 1789, France, ke the res of Burope, sill clun to an outdated
Lo sasle social system that had emerged in the Middle Ages. Under this
ancien végime, or ol order,everyone in Francs was divided into
HolsTaking one of three sofal classes, or estates. The First Etate was made
Reading SKil: Recogrize Multige Causes up of theclorgy: the Second state was made up ofthe noblity;and
Create a chart to identify causes of the French the Third Estate comprised the vast majority of the population.

Revolaion.Add 25 many boxes 5 you e
The Clergy Enjoy Wealth During the Middle Ages, the Church

Causes of the French Revoltion i exerted great infloence throughaut Christian Europe,In 1789, the
T French clegy sl enoyed enormous wealth and privilege. The Church

[—— owned about 10 percent of th land, cllectd tthes, and paid no direct:
) taes to the stae. High Church leaders such as bishops and abbots
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Nobles Hold Top Government Jobs The Sceond Estate was the
titled nobility of French society. In the Middle Ages, noble knights had
defended the land. In the 1600s, Richelieu and Louis XIV had crushed
the nobles’ military porwer but had given them other rights—under strict
royal control. Those rights included top jobs in government, the army, the
courts, and the Church.

At Versailles, ambitious nobles competed for royal appointments while
idle courtiers enjoyed endless entertainments. Many nobles, however,
lived far from the center of power, Though they owned land, they
received little financial income. As  result, they felt the pinch of trying
1o maintain their status in a period of rising prices.

Many nobles hated absolutism and resented the royal bureaueracy
that employed middle-class men in positions that once had been reserved
for them. They feared losing their traditional privileges, especially their
freedom from paying taxes,

Third Estate Is Vastly Diverse The Third Estate was the most
diverse social class. At the top sat the bourgeoisie (boor zhwah ZE8), or
middle class. The bourgeoisie included prosperous bankers, merchants,
and manufacturers, as well as lawyers, doctors, journalists, and profes.
sors. The bulk of the Third Estate, however, consisted of rural peasants,

. REVELL DY TIERS ETAT

The 0ld Regime Tis cartoon repre.
sents th socal order in France bfore
the French Revoluton. Whie 2 member
of the Third Estate s eginning to
express angerand i up 2 nobleman

representing the Second Estate and a

prest represening the First Estte recoil

in surprise and fear

1. How doesthe cartoristportray the
Thid Etate? Bxplain why.

2. What were thediferences among the
social_classes inprevevlutionary
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characteristic of a city They included apprentices, journeymen, and others who worked in indus-
toed To o s e g o e

T o o mcnbers o e Thi e e he il

i i ol e Wl e s e T

B oDt et e o s, s i ok,

s o el it it ad Scod Bt peid

o v b 1 gt oo Pt

@ nFoGRAPHIC

What Is the
Third Estate?

61, Whatis the T Estate? Evnyiting
2. Whathasit been un now i the
poiialorce? Noting.
3. What does it want to be? Sometring??
—hboé Emmanuel S
ey, acrgyman bfor the revoluton, optured & Ceamic botte
{he sprt o the T Estate with these wordsina Gepictngdentst
pamphletpublhed i January 1785, hevast Thd &7 patnt
Estate—peasants denist,aborers, and more—
comprising morethan 95 percent of Fance, was
ready o fight forequaty.

& Woman of he rench Revelton, painting of
2 peasant woman by JacquesLovis David

g Critically
e At
'\x the quote by Sieyés, why was the
TN . v s
VW Sieyes say the Thid Estate s
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also incensed when nobles, hurt by rising prices,
tried to reimpose old manor dues.

In towns and cities, Enlightenment ideas led peo-
ple to question the inequalities of the old regime.
Why, people demanded, should the first two estates
have such great privileges at the expense of the
majority? Throughout France, the Third Estate
called for the privileged classes to pay their share.

@ Checkpoint  What was the social structure of
the old regime in France?

Financial Troubles

Economic woes in France added to the social unrest
and heightened tensions. One of the causes of the
cconomic troubles was & mushrooming_financial
crisis that was due in part to years of deficit
Spending. This occurs when  government spends
‘more money than it takes in.

National Debt Soars Louis XIV had left France deeply in debt. The
Seven Years’ War and the American Revolution strained the treasury
even frther. Costs generally had risen in the 1700s, and the lavish court
soaked up millions. To bridge the gap betwveen income and expenses, the
government borrowed more and more money: By 178, half of the govern-
ment’s income from taxes went. to paying the interest on this enormous
debt. Also, in the late 17805, bad harvests sent food prices soaring and
brought hunger to poorer peasants and city dwellers.

To solve the financial erisi, the government would have Lo increase
taxes, reduce expenses, or both. However, the nobles and clergy fiercely
resisted any attempt to end their exemption from taxes.

Economic Reform Fails The heirs of Louis XIV were not the right
men to solve the economic crisis that afficted France. Louis XV, who
ruled from 1715 to 1774, pursued pleasure before serious business and
ran up more debts. Louis XVI was well-meaning but weak and indeci-
sive. He did, however, wisely choose Jacques Necker, a financial expert,
a3 an advisor. Necker urged the king to reduce extravagant court spend-
ing, reform government, and abolish burdensome tariffs on internal
trade. When Necker proposed taxing the First and Second Estates, how-
ever, the nobles and high clergy forced the King to dismiss him.

As the crisis deepened, the prossure for reform mounted. The wealthy
and powerful classes demanded, however, that the king summon the
Estates-General, the legislative body consisting of representatives of
the three estates, before making any changes. A French king had not
called the Estates-General for 175 years, fearing that nobles would use it
to recover the feudal powers they had lost under absolute rule. To reform.-
minded nobles, the Estates-General scemed o offer a chance of carrying
out changes like those that had come with the Glorious Revolution
in England. They hoped that they could bring the absolute monareh
‘under the control of the nobles and guarantee their own privileges.

@ Checkpoint What economic troubles id France face in 1789, and
how did they lead to further unrest?

Poorerpeasants and ity dwellrs in
France were faced it great hunger a5
bad harvests sent food prices soring.
Peosle began t iot o demand bread.
In the countyside, peasants began to
attack the manor housesof the nobes.
ArturYoung,an Englis vstr
France, witnessed these riots and
disturbances. Why did th poor atack
the nobls’ homes?

prin

&bveyting compres o rencer e
presentpenod i ance il the
Tlack] of bread is terrible: accounts.
e every mamet o e
provinces of fts and disturances,
ndcling inthe it o
prese he pesce of he markts 99
Zicturoung.Tevels in Fance
During the Years 1787-1789
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The Oath s Taken
Delegatesof the Third Estat declre
themselvs to be th National Assembly
representing the people o France. Ty take
the Tennis Court Oath (bottom), vowing to
create aconstution. The National Assembly
latrssues the assignat (op) 25 currency to
el pay the government’s debts. What was
the signifcance of the Tennis Court Oth?

As 1758 came to a close, France tottered on the verge of bankruptey.
Bread riots were spreading, and nobles, fearful of taxes, were denouncing
royal tyranny. A baffied Louis XVI finally summoned the Bstates-
General to meet at Versailles the following year.

Estates Prepare Grievance Notebooks Tn preparation, Lovis had all
three estates prepare caliiers (koh YAYZ), or notebooks, listing their griev-
‘ances. Many cahiers called for reforms such as fairer taxes, freedom of the
press, or regular meetings of the Estates-General. In one town, shoemakers
denounced regulations that made leather so expensive they could not afford to
‘make shoes, Servant girls in the city of Toulouse demanded the right to leave
service when they wanted and that “after a girl has served her master for
‘many yoars, she receive some reward for her service”

The cahiers testified to boiling class resentments. One called tax col-
lectars bloodsuckers of the nation who drink the tears of the unfortunate
from goblets of gold.” Another one of the caiers condemned the courts of
nobles as “vampires pumping the last drop of blood” from the people.
Another complained that *20 million must live on half the wealth of
France while the clergy ... devour the other half”

Delegates Take the Tennis Court Oath Delegates to the Estates-
General from the Third Estate were elected, though only propertied men
could vote. Thus, the delegates were mostly lawyers, middle-class
offcials, and writers. They were familiar with the writings of Voltaire,
Rousseau, and other philasophes. They went to Versailles not only to
solve the financial erisis but also to insist on reform.

The Estates-General convened in May 1789, From the start, the del-
egates were deadlocked over the issue of voting. Traditionally, each estate.
had met and voted separately. ach group had one vote. Under this
system, the First and Second Fstates always outvoted the Third Estate two
to one. This time, the Third Estate wanted all three estates to meet in o
single body, with votes counted "by head.”

After weeks of stalemate, delegates of the Third Estate took a daring
step. In June 1789, claiming (o represent the people of France, they
declared themselves to be the National Assembly: A fow days later, the.
National Assembly found its meeting hall locked and guarded.
Fearing that the king planned to dismiss them, the delegates moved to a
nearby indoor tennis court. As curious speetators looked on, the delegates.
took their famous Tennis Court Oath. They swore “never to separate.





