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The White Man'’s Burden
o i i Englsh write Rudyard Kiplg winessd s
imperials frsthand.His 1893 poem “The Wiie Man's
Birden” summarizes his view ofthe dutes f mperil nations:
€6k upthe White Man's brden—
Inpatenc o bide,
Tovel the reat of teror
Ao check the show o ride
by cpenspeechandsmie
A hundred tmes made lin,
Toseek anthers proft,
Andworkanother's gain??
Focus Question How did Weser ations come to dominate
much ofthe wordinthe late 180057

Building Overseas Empires

obsctes <)

« Analyzethe causes of the "new mperialsm.”

« Exhin by Western Impeialsm spread so
rapidy.

= Descrbe how mperal governments ruld tei
empires.

Terms, People, and Places
imperialism

protectorate

sphere of nfluence
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e The New Imoerialin

* states won empi

Like Great Britain, other Western countrios built overseas
empires in the late 1500s. The Industrial Revlution had trans.
formed the West. Advances in science and technology, industry,
transportation, and communication provided Western nations
with many advantages. Armed with new cconomic and political
power, Western nations st out to dominate the world

{ Motives Driving the New Imperialism

Buropean imperialism did not bogin in tho 1800s. Tmperialism is
the domination by one country of the palitcal, economic, o cultural
life of another country o region. As vou have learned, European
i the Americas after 1492, cstablished colanics
in South Asia, and gaincd tockolds on the cousts of Afrca and
(China. Despite these gains, betsieen 1500 and 1800, Europe had lit-
e influence an the lives ofthe peoplesof China, India, o Afica
By the 18005, however, Europe had gained considerable power.
Strong, centrally governed nation-states had emerged, and the
Industrial Revolution had greatly enriched European ceonomics.
Encouraged by their new cconomic and military strength,
Buropeans cmbarked on a path of aggrossive cxpansion that
todag’s bistorians call the “new imperialism” In just @ fow

 decades, boginning in the 18705, Europeans brought much of the
* world_under their influence and control. Like other key develop-

ments in world histary, the new imperialisns exploded out of @

 combination of causes,
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Economic Interests Spur Expansion The Industrial Revolution cre-
ted ncods and dosires that spurred overseas expansion. Manufacturors

wanted access Lo natural resources such as rubber, petroleum, manga.
nese fo steel, and palm il for machinery: They also hoped for new mar
Kets of consumers to whom they could scll their factory goods. Bankers
sought ventures to invest their profis. In addition, colonies offered a
valuable outlet for Europe’s growing population.

Political and Military Motives Poliical and military issues were
closely linked to oconomic motives. Steam-powered merchant ships and
naval vessels needed hases around the world to take on coal and sup-
plics. Industrial powers seized islands or harbars 10 satify these necds.

Nationalism played an important rol, too. When France, for example,
‘maved into West Africa, rival nations like Britin and Germany seized
lands nearby to halt further French expansion. Western leaders claimed
that colonies were needed for national security. They also el that ruling.
 global empire increased a nation's prestige around the world.

Humanitarian and Religious Goals Many Westerners flt a genu
ine concern for their “Tittl brothers” beyond the seas. Missionaries, doc
tors, and colonial offcials belicvedl they had a duty to spread what they
saw as the blessings of Western civilization, including its medicine, lav,
and Christian rligion.

Applying Social Darwinism Behind the dea o the Wests civilzing
mission was a growing sense of racial superioris. Many Westerners had
embraced the ideas of Social Darwinism. They applicd Darwin's ideas
about natural selection and survival o the fitest to buman socictics
European races, they argued, were superior to all others, and imperial
domination of weaker races was simply naturc’s way of improving the
human specics. As  result, millons of non-Westerners were robbed of
their culturl heritage

@ Checkpoint What factors con
in the 180057

Juted o European imperialism

Vocabulary Builder
prestige—pros T . the pover to
prcesor Inlucaco because of sucess
orwealth

AMarket for Goods
A diing force behind imperiasm was the
deie T atces o ew market o Which to
sell goods Tis Bish propagands poster
boasts tht Afica would become 2 gold mine
forBis-made products. Bt sense of
natona pride and aggressive forein poicy
uringtis period came t b known 25
inglsm, Whatdoas 1 pstr show about
o Bsh e oward Acs?
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pean Conqu

The excepts beow present twa ifferent viewson the parin of Afca by
Eutopean naions  the 18005 Crtcal Thinking 4hat s Cecl Roess
rgument for imperialsm? What s Chif Kabongo' argument agaist 7

Favoring Imperialism

*1 contend that we areth frst race inthe world and that
the more of the world w inhabit the better it s fr the
human race. I contend that every acte added to our
eritoryprovdes for thebithof more o the Englsh race,
who otherwise vould not be broughtinto eistence .|
beliou it to be my duty to God, my Queen and my county
o paint the whols map of Afrca ed, rd from the Cape to
Gair.That is my cred, my dream and my mission.*
—CecilRhodes

Opposing Imperialism
A Pin Cheek man came one day t cur Counci..and he
tokdusofthe Kingofthe ik Cheek wha .. ved in aand

over he sas.This reatking is now your ing e sidTis

was stange news. For this land was ours.... We had no

King.we elcte our Counlls and they made our lavs. With

patience, our leading Eldrs. tied 1 tell this 10 the Pink

Cheek.... Butat theend he said, Tis w know but nspite

of this what | have told you i 3 fat You have now 3 king
and isaves are your s

Chief Kabonga of the Kikuyu i Kerya

o shot 170 814, i ion ind el s s
1) o Lesin o g v b, v o
s o ek e e ot e
e

Weakness of Non-Western States While European nations had
grown strongor in the 1800, sevaral older civlizations wero in decline,
espcally the Ottoman Middle East, Moghal (400 gul) India, and Qing
(ching) China. In West Africa, wars among Alrican peoples and the dam.
aging effect of the slave trade hod undermined established empires,
Kingdoms, and city-states. Newer African states were not strong enough
to resist the Western anslaughi.

The Masim Gun

i Hiram Masim with s inventon, the

Wiaim machin qun. Why wars urpean
i abi 0 ot Al o

Western Advantages Eusopean powers bad the advan.
tages of strong ccononsis, well-organized goveraments,
and powerlul armies and navies. Superiar technology,
including riverboats and the telegraph, as well as
improved medical knowledge also played a role. Quinine
and other new medicines helped Europeans survive
deadly tropical discases. And, of course, advances such
as Maxim machine guns, repeating rifes, and steam-
driven

rships were vory strong arguments in. per
Suading Africans and Asians to accept Westorn control.

Resisting Imperialism Afrcans and Asions strongly

rosisted Western expansion ioto thei lands Some peo
ple fought the invaders, cven though they had no
weapons ta cqual the Masin gun. Ruling groups in
cortain_ areas tried o strengthen their soictics
against outsders by reforming thir own Muslim,
Hindu, or Confucian  traditions.

Finally, many
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Westorn-educated Africans and Asians organized nationalist movements
0 expel tho imperialists from thei lands.

Facing Criticism at Home In the West itsclf, a small group of anti-
imperialists emerged. Some argued that colonialism s  tool of the.
rich. Others said it was imaoral, Westerners, they pointed out, were
‘moving toward greater democracy at homo but were imposing undemo-
cratic rule on other peaples,

@ Checkpoint How did Western imperialism spread through Afrca
and Asia s0 quickly?

Forms of Imperial Rule

The leding imperial povrs developed several kinds of colonial
rule. The French practced discet rule, sending offiials and sol
dicrs from France o administer their colonics. Their goal was to
impose French culture on their colonics and turn them into
French provinces

he Britsh, by contrast, often used a syatem of indirec rule.
o govern ther colonics, the used sultans, chiefs, or ot local
rulers. They then cncouraged the children of the local ruling class
gt an education n Britain, I that way they groomed & new
“Westernized” generation of eaders to continue indiret imperial
rule and to spread British civilzation. Like France and other
imperialis nations, hawever,Briain could stil esor to litary
forco f s controlaver acolony was thrcatened,

In a protectorate, local rulcrs were leftin place but were
expcted to follow the advice of European adsisors on issuos
such as trade or missionary activity: A protectorate cost Iess to run than
 colony did, and usully did no require  large commitasent of military
forces

A third form of Western controlwas the sphere of influence, an arca
in which an outide power claimed exclusive investment or trading privi-
Ioges. Buropeans carved out thase sphercs in China and clsewhero to
provent conficts amon themselves

@ Checkpoint Compare and contrast how Britain and France ruled
their colonies

Indianpinces and Btsh rmy oficers play
polon 1880
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ASSESSent
Terms,People,and laces Comprehension and CritcalThinking
1. Whatdoeachof the ke terns sed at 3. Explin (3 What e the essons
{hebegiing of the scton e n o the rapi st of Western mper-
ommon? Evpan. alisn? ) How 8 pelecppose
4. Recognine ias Westen clonil
Nte Taking offcials and missionaries thought that
2 Reading SHIl:Recognize Mulple they ol 3y 0 srcd he “les
Couses Useyourcompltedchrtto s af Westm clzton” ot
answer teFocus Queston How id lrcanand A il brthers.”

Wiester ation come to dominate Howwas this a biased vewpoin?
much o the word i the it 180057

® writing About History
Quick Write Write a Thesis Statement
Suppose that you are wing apersuasie
essay usingth pointof vew of an ant-
impeils Fom aWesten ation vying to
persiade the public that inperilism s
wiong.Based an what you have readin
i section,uritea thesis satement for
youresay.




