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Tanks, Airplanes, and Submarines During World War I, advances in
technalogy, such s the gasoline-poviered engine, led the opposing forces
to use tanks, airplanes, and submarines against cach other. In 1916,
Britain introduced the frst armored tank, Mounted with machine guns,
the tanks were designed to move scross no man's land. SUll, the first
tanks broke down often. They fnled to break the stalemate.

Both sides also used aireraft. At first, planes were wtilized simply
abscrve cnems troop movements. In 1913, Germany used zeppelins (751
uh linz), large gas-flled balloons, to bomb the English coast. Later, both
ides cquipped airplanes with machine guns. Pilts known as llying aces”
‘confronted each other n the skics. These “dogfights” were spectacula, but
had lttle ffect on the caurse of the war on the ground,

‘Submarincs proved much more important. Gorman Urbaats, nick-
amed from the German word for submarine, Untersecboot, did tremen-
dous damage to the Alled side, sinking merchant ships carrying vital
supplies to Britain. To defend against the submarines, the Allcs orga-
nized conVoys, or groups of merchant ships protected by warships.

@ Checkpoint What made World War | much more deadly than
previous wars?
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0n Europe’s Eastern Front, battle lines shifted back and forth, some- vial farmation o

times over large aras. Even though the armies were not mired in trench the fontFnes.

Flare, casualties rose even higher than on the Western Front. The
resulta wore just s indecisive
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1. Determine Relevance How did
technologcal adhances i machine guns
and tanks afectslders i th wenches?
Make Inferences What effectdoyou

hik that renchwarfre had on
soldis morae?
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Russian Losses on the Eastern Front In August 1914, Russian
armies pushed into eastern Germany. Then, the Rossians suffered o
disastrous defeat at Tannenbers, causing ther to etreat back into Rus-
sia. As the least industrialized of the great povers, Russia was poorly
cauipped to fight a modern war. Some troops even lacked rifle. Stll,
Russian commanders continued to send masscs o saldiers into combat.

New Combatants in the Balkans and Southern Europe The al-
kans were another battleground. In 1915, Bulgaria joined the Central
Powers and helped defcat its old Balkan rival Serbia. Romania, haping to
gain some land in Hungary, joincd the Alis in 1916, only to be crushed.
by the Central Powers.

Also in 1915, Ttaly declared war on Austria-Hungary and later on Ger-
many The Alles had agrecd in  secret treaty to give Haly some Austrian-
ruled lands inhabited by Italians, Over the nest o vears, the llians
and Austrians fought cloven battlos along the 1sonzo iver,with fow major
breakthroughe. In October 1817, the Austrians and Germans launched o
major offensive against the Italian position at Caporetto, also on the
Tsonz. The Italians retreated in disarray. British and Fronch forces lter
elped stop the Central Posrers advance into Italy: Stl, Caporctto proved
s disastrous for Italy as Tannenbers had boon for Russia.

@ Checkpoint  In what way was the Easter Front different from
the Western Front?
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War Around the World

Though most of the fighting took place in Earope, World
War I was a global conflet. Japan, alled with Britain,
used the war a8 an excuse to seize German utposts in
China and islands in the Pacifc.

The Ottoman Empire Joins the Central Powers
Because of it strategic location, the Ottoman empirc
was a desirable ally. I the Ottoman Turks had jined
the Allcs, the Central Povers would have been almost
complotely encircled. However, the Turks joined the
Central Powers in late Octaber 1914. The Turks then cut
off crucial Allied supply lincs to Russia through the
Dardanelles, a vital strait connecting the Black Sea
‘and the Mditerrancan.

In 1915, the Alles tent  massive force of British,
Indian, Australian, and New Zealander troaps to attempt
to open up the strait. At the battle of Gallipali (zuh L1 uh.
Loe), Turkish troops trapped the Alles on the beaches of
the Galipoli peninsula. In January 1916, after 10 months
and more than 200,000 casualtics,the Allis finally with-
drew from the Dardancles

Meanwhile, Turkey was fighting Russia in the Cauca-
sus mountaine on Turkey's northern border. This region
wos home to cthaie Armenians, some of whom lived
under Ottoman rule and some of whom lived under Rus-
sian rule. As Christians, the Armenians were a minority
in the Otioman empire and did not have the sume rights
s Muslims, As the Russians advanced in 1914, some
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Turkish Armenians joined o helped the Russian
army against the Turks, The Ottoman government
used this cooperation 25 a reason (o deport the
entire Armenian population south to Syria and
Mesopotunia. During. the deportation, between
500000 and 15 million Armenians dicd. Many
were killed by planned massacres; others starved
as they were forced to march with no food. Many.
Armenians fled to other countics, induding the

United States, leaving almost no Armenians in the

bistoric Armenian homcland in Turkes:

On a third front, the Turks were hard hit in the
Middle Eost. The Ottoman cmpire included vast
arcas of Arab Jand. In 1916, Arah nationalists ld by
Husayn ibn Al (400 sayn 15 un a4 lee) decared o
Fevolt against Ottoman rule. The Brtish govern-
ment scnt Colonel T. E. Lawrence—later known
s Lawrence of Arabia—to support the Arab revolt.
Lawrence led guerrilla raids against the Torks, dynamiting bridges and
cupply trains, Eventualy the Ottoman empire lot a great deal of erritory
tothe Arabs, including the ke city of Baghdad.

War and the Colonies European colonics were also drawn into the
struggle. The Allcs overran scattered German colonics in Afrca and
Asia, They also turned to their own colonics and dominions for troops,
lLaborers, and supplics. Colonial reeruits from British India and French
West Afrca fought on European butclefields, Canada, Australia, and
New Zealand sent troops o Britain’s aid.

People in the colonics had mixed feclings about serving. Some were
reluctant to serve rulers who did not treat them fairly, Other colonial
troops volunteered cagerly. They expected that their service would be a
step toward citizenship or independence. As you will read, such hopes
would be dashed afer the war.

@ Checkpoint How did World War | afect the Ottoman empire and
European colonies and dominions?
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822 World War | and the Russian Revolution

As the war began, German forces fought their way through Bel-
gium toward Paris. The Belgians resisted more than German gon-
erals had expected, but the German forces prevailed. However,
‘Germany's plans for a quick defeat o France soon foltered.

The Germans' Schlcffen Plan failod for several reasons. First,
Rossia mabilzed mare quickly than expected. Afer  fow smal Rus.
sian victaries, German generals hastily shifted some troops to the
cast, weakening their forces in the west. Then, in Seplember 1914,
Briish and French troops pushed back the German drive along the
Marne River, The first battle of the Marne cnded Germany's hopes
for 8 quick victory on the Western Pront

Both sides then began to dig doep trenches o proteet their
armies from flerce enemy fre. They did not know that the confict
would turn into a long, deadly stalemate, a deadlock in which nei-
ther side is able to defeat the other. Battle lines in France would
romain almost unchanged fo four sears

@ Checkpoint How did the Alesstop the Germans from
executing the Schiefen Plan?
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The cnormous casualties sullered on the Western Front proved the
destructive power of modern weapons. Two significant new or improved
weapons were the rapid-fire machine gun and the long-range artillery
fun. Machine guns movwed dowen waves of soldiers. The shrapncl, o fy-
ing debris from artillery shels, killed or wounded even more soldicrs
than the guns. Artllery allowed troops to shell the enemy from more
than 10 miles avay

Poison Gas In 1915, first Germany and then the Allics bogan using
another new weapon—poison gas. Poison gos blinded or choked its vie-
tims or caused agonizing burns and blisters, It could be fatal. Though sol-
diers were eventually given gos masks, poison gas remaincd one of the
most dreaded hazards of the war, One Britih soldier recalled the effects
of being gassed:
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