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& surviors of the Holocaus atthe
Auschwitz death camp in Poland

Thinking Critically
1. Map Skil Wherewere the death camps
located? How dd s ocation efectthe
goal of the “Fina oluon”?
2. Graph skl How does the raph ]
shawthe hortorof the Holocaus? a1 e

Life Under Nazi and Japanese Occupation

While Nz forces rampaged across Europe, the Japuscse military con-
auered an empire in Asia and the Pacific Each set oul. to build s “new
order” in the cccupied lands.

Hitler's “New Order” Hitler's new ordor grew out of his racial obses-
sions. As his forces conquercd most of Europe, Hitler set up puppet gov-
rnmens in Wostern European countrics that wero peopled by Arvans,
or light skinned Europeans, whom Hitler and his followers belioved to be
& “master race.” The Slavs of Eastern Europe were considercd Lo be an
inforior “race.” They were shoved aside to provide more “ving space” for
Germans, the strongest of the Aryans.

To the Nasis, occupicd lands were an ceonomie resource o be plun.
dered and looted. The Nazis systematically stripped conquered nations of
their works of art, factories, and other resourecs. To counter resistance
movements that emergod in occupied countrics, the Naris ook savage
rovenge, shoating hostages and torturing prisoners.

But the Nazi' most sinister plans centercd on the people of the occu-
pied countrios, During tho 1930, the Nazis had sont thousands of Jow-
sk people and political opponens to oncentration camps, dotention
centers for civilians considered enemics of the state. Over the course of
the war, the Naris forced these people, along with millions of Polish and
Soviet Slave and people from other parts of Burope, to work as slave
Inbarers, Prisoners were poorly fed and often worked to death.

NoteTaking

Reading Skil:dentify Supporting
Details Ina concept web e he one
el il n detals aboothow the Nazs
and lapanse miltar treated peopie inder
heit power duting Wik War I Add circes

asnecessary.
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The Japanese n China
Since 193, the apanese hd been ing o
expand int Asiaby taking ver Chin,
Although the apanese occuped much of
Eastem Ching, the Chinese reused o
surende The occupying Jpanese veated
e Chinese brutly. Below; apanese
sldiers load Chinee s onto s t
ke then 10 an execuson ground durng
the sacking of Nanjng 1 1837

The Nazis Commit Genocide At the same time, Hitler pursued a
vicious progeam to kil all people he judged “racially inferior” particu
larly Buropes Jows. The Nazis also targoted other groups who did nol
meet the Arvan racial deal, including Slavs, Romas (Gypsics),
homasexuals, and the disabled. Political and religious leaders who spoke
out against. Naism also suffered abuse. Starting in 1999, the Nazis
forced Jews in Poland and other countries to ive i ghettos,or sectons of
ities where Jewish people were confined. Many died from starvation,
discase, overssork, and the harsh clements, By 1941, however, German
eaders had devise plans for the “Final Solution ofthe Jewish problem—the
genocide of all European Joses.

"To accomplish this goal, Hitler had six special “death camps” built in
Poland. The Nazis shipped “undesieables” rom all over occupied Burope
to the camps, There, Nazi engincers designed the most efficient means of
illing millions of me, women, and children.

As the prisoners reached the camps, they were stripped of their
clothes and valuables. Their heads were shaved. Guards scparated men
from women and children from their parents, The young, clderly, and
sick were targeted for immediate killing. Within a few days, they were
herded into “shower rooms” and gassed. The Nazis worked others to
death o used them for perverse medical” experiments. By 1945, the
Naris had massacred some six million Josss in what hecame known as
the. Nearly six millon other people were killed as well,

Jewish poople resisted the Nazis even though they kncw their efforts
could ot succeed. In July 1942, the Nazis bogan sonding Polish Jows
from the Warsaw ghetto to the Treblinka death camp at a rate of sbout
5,000 por day. I the spring of 1945, knowing that their situation was
hopeless, the Jeuws took over the ghetto and used a small collection of
guns and homemade bombs to damage the Nazi forces as much as possi
ble. On May 16, the Nazis regained control of the ghetto and clininated
the remaining Warsaw Jows, Still, thei courago bas inspired many over
the years

In some cases,friends, neighbars, or strangers protected Jows. lalian

pis hid Jows in their villagos. Denmark and Bulgaria saved almost
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all their Jewish populations. Many people, however, pretended not to
notico what was happening, Somo oven became collaborators and cooper-
ated with the Nasis. In France, tho Vichy government helped ship thou
sands of Jowish people to their deaths. Stric immigration palicies in many
Western countrics as well as conscious cffrts o block Jewish immigration
prevented many Jews from gaining refuge clsewhere

“The scale and savagery of the Holoeaust are unequaled in history. The
Natis deliberately sct out to desiray the Jews for no reason ather than
their relgious and othnic heritage. Today; the record of that slaughter is
 vivid reminder of the manstrous results of racism and intolerance

Japan's Brutal Conquest Japancso forces tock control across Asia and
the Pacifc,Their self proclaimed mission was to belp Asians cscape West
ern colonial rule. I fact, the real goal was a Japancc empire in Asia, The
Japanese invaders treated the Chincse, Filipinos, Malaysians, and other
conquered people with great brutaliy, killing and. torturing civilians
throughout Bast and Southeast Asia. The occupiers scized food crops,
destroyed cities and towns, and made local poople into slave laborers,
Whatever welcome the Japancse had frst met as “liberators” was soon
turned to hatred. In the Philippincs, Indockina, and elsewhere, nationalist
roups waged gucrrilla wasfare sgainst the Japancse invaders,

@ Checkpoint How did Hile's views about racelead to the murder of
six millon Jewish people and milions of lavs, Gypsies, and others?

Japan Attacks the United States

When the war began in 1939, the United States declared its neutrality:
S, although isolationist fueling remained strong, many Americans
sympathized with those who battled the Axis powers. As onc of those
sympathizers, President. Franklin Delana Roosevelt, (FDR) looked for
ways around the Neutrality Acts o provide warships and other aid to
Britain as it stood alonc against Hitler

American Involvement Grows In March 1941, FDR persuaded Con
gross 1o pass the Lend-Lease Act. It allowed him to sell or lend war
materials to “any country whose defense the President deems vital to the
defense of the United States.” The United States, said Roosevelt, would
ot be drawn into the war, but it would become “the arsenal of democ
racy” supplying arms to those who wero fighting for frocdom.

To show further support, Roosevelt mt. secretly with Churchill on
warship in the Atlantic in August 1941. The twro leaders issucd the
Adlantic Charter, which set. goals for the war—“the final destraction of
the Nazi tyranny”—and for the postwar world. They pledged to support
the right o all peaple to choose the form of government under which
they will ive” and called for & “permanent system of general sccurity.”

Japan and the United States Face Off When war broke out in
Europe in 1959, the Japanese saw a chance to grab European possessions
in Southeast Asia. The rich resources of the region, including oil,rubb,
and tin, would bo o immense valuo in fighting its war against the Chincse.

In 1940, Japan advanced into French Indoching and the Duteh East
Indics. In response, the United States banned the sale of war materials,
such as iron, steel, and oi, Lo Japan. Japanoso loaders sav this move 25 1
threat to Japan's economy and ts Asian sphere of influence.

Meeting at Sea
Prsident Roosevel and Prime Minister
Chrchl ssued the Atlantc Chirter in
August 1941
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U tatons 1 gy spensnd e Uried S bld oo g i
Amerons et Py But extreme militarists, such as General Tojo Hideki, hoped to expand
et e Japan's empire, and the United States was interforing with their plans,

December 7, 1941
O the lepy Sunday moring of
December 1, 1941, the mitay compies st
Pear Harbor assuddenly olted avike by a
supris attack.Planes srcamed domn fom
the sky dropping bombs and torpedoes.
Americans wer shocked and hotifed by the
atacks. Howdid Poarl Harbor changa tho
solationis poficies of the Unted Staes?
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Terms, People, and Places.
1. Foreach tem, person, o place lstedat
the begiming of the section,write 3
sentence explaining s signfance.
{ NoteT
2. Reading Sl Recognize Sequence.
Use yourcompletd lwchart and con
ceptweb to answer the Focs Question:
Wiich regions were atacked and occt-
pied by te i powers and what was
e e under theiroccupaton?

Attack on Pearl Harbor With talks ot & standstill, General Tojo
ordered a surprise attack. Barly on Docomber 7, 1941, Jupaneso air
plancs bombed the American flect at Pear] Harbor in Hawaii. The attack
took the lives of about 2,400 peoplo and destroyed batileships and air
eraft, The next day,a grim-faced President Rooscvelt told the nation that
December 7 was “ date which wil live in infamy” He asked Congress to
delare war on Japan. On December 11, Germany and ltaly, as Japan's
alles, declared war on the United States.

Iapanese Victories In the long run, the Japancse attack on Pear] Har.
bor would be as sorious 4 mistake as Hitler's invasion of the Soviel
Union. But in the months after Pearl Harbor, possessions in the Pacific
fll o the Japanese one by one. The Japancse captured the Philippines
‘and other islands held by the United States. They overran the British
colonics of Hong Kong, Burma, and Malaya, and advanced decper into
the Dutch East. Indies and French Indachina. By 1942, the Japancse
empire stretehed from Southeast Asia o the western Pacifc Ocean.

@ Checkpoint. Why did Japaneseleadrs view the Unted States as
an enemy?
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Comprehension and Critcal Thinking Writing About History

3. Summarize Descie Hiles bitvitieg  Quick Write: Gather nformation Use
acics the by and elable Itenet surces o

. Recogaize ffects Refering o the  ind nformation about Pear arbo Ceate
BatteofBrtan i 1940, Winson 2s0urce card for each book ar Wb e you
Churhilaid "Never inthe fieldof use Then ceate nte cards o ecord and

s

human confct s so much owed by organiz at et tee piecesof fornaton
<o many 150 fen.”Whatdid b mean?

Recognize Ideolagies Fierrnshted

His hatedinto 2 program ofgenocide.

How da thnic racil and religous

htreds weskensocey?




