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A Struggle for Royal Authority

Mecdieval manarchs coud not hways count o the loyalty
oftheirnobles and churchmen,

640,137 King Stephen...sized Alexandey bishap
ofincoln, and the Chancelor Roger, hisnephev,and
e fthem| into prison tl thy Gave up thei
stes....They had done him homage,and swor
caths, bt they no tuth maintained. Tey ereal o
sworm,and fogetul ofthei troth oyl orevry
tichman buithiscastes,whic they hld aganst the
Kingland they il the lanc full o castes
—The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle

Focus Question How did monarchs i Engand and

France xpand royal authorty an ay the oundations for

united naton states?

Alord
pledges
fealtyto
s king

Royal Power Grows

Objectives ) . s st monsrns st o et st sty ver
nables and churchmen, they slowly built the framevork for the
Buropean nation-states of today. Nation-states are rogions that
share @ government and that are independent of other states
Each of these nations developed differentl, and & monarchis suc-
coss in establishing power could have consequences for conturies.

= Lear how monarchs gained power over nobles
andithe Church,

« Descrbe how Willam the Congueror and
Hemy I strengthened Englis royal power:

« Analyze the acitions o government that
devcloped under King John and late English
monarchs.

« Explain how srong manarchs unified rance.

Monarchs, Nobles, and the Church

During the early Middle Ages, as you have read, monarchs in
Furope stood at the head of society but had limited power, Nobles
and the Church had as much power as monarchs. In some cases,

Terms, People, and Places
Wiliam the Congueror ~Magna Carta

common law dueprocess of law, they were more powerful than monarchs. Both nobles and the
oy habeas corpus Church had their own courts, collected their ovn taxes, and fielded
King lohn Patament their own armies, They jealously guarded their rights and privi
Lowis IX leges against any effort by monarchs to increase royal authority.
Note Taking During the High Middle Ages—about 1000 to 1300—the bal-

ance of power started (o shifl. Monarchs used various means to
centralize poveer. They expanded the royal domain and sel up sys-
¢ toms of royal justice that undermined foudal and Church courts.

They organized government bureaucracies, developed tax systems,
and built standing armies. Monarchs also strengthened ties with
the townspeople of the middle class. Townspeople, in turn, sup-
ported royal rulers, who could impose the peace and unity that
were needed for successful trade.

@ Checkpoint What groups gained and st power?

Reading SKil:dentify Causes Keep tack of
how roya power ncreased and deceased by using
2 causeeffect chart ke the one below,

Royal Power Increases
it he | [ oy o
Congueror
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English Kings Strengthen Their Power
During the 400s and 500s,a group of Germani tribes known as the Angles|
and Saxons, or Anglo-Sasons, conquered most of the Roman colony of Brit-
ain. The country became known as England. Despite Viking invasions in
the 8005, a unified English kingdom emerged. In 1066, however, King
Edvard of England died without an heir. A council of nobles chose
Edward brother.n-law Harald ta rule. But William, Duke of Normandy;
in France,  tough descendant of Vikings, also claimed the English throne.
He was related to King Edward, who, William claimed, had promised him
the throne. The answer t the rival claims lay on the baltlcfeld

m of Normandy Conquers England Willam raised an army
and won the backing of the pope. He then sailed across the English
Channel to England. At the Battle of Hastings, William and his Norman
knights triumphed over Harold. William the Conqueror, as he was
now called, became king of England on Christmas Day 1066,

Although Wilions's French-spealking nobles dominated Bngland, the
country's Anglo-Saxon. population survived. Over the next 300 years,
there was a gradual blending of Norman French and Anglo-Saxan cus-
toms,languages, and traditions

Expanding Royal Power Now that William had conquered England,
he set aut. to impose his control over the land. Like other feudal mon.
archs, he granted fiefs o the Church and to his Norman lrds, or barons,
but he also kept a large amount of land for himself. He monitored who
buill castles and where. He required every vassal (o swear first alle-
giance to him rather than to any other foudal lord.

o learn about his kingdom, Willam had a complete census taken in
1086. The result was the Domesday Book (pronounced “doomsday”),
which listed every castle, ield, and pigpen in England. As the tile sug:
gests, the survey was as thorough and inevitable as doomsday, beleved
o be God's final day of judgment that noone could escape. Information in
the Domesday Book helped William and later English monarchs build an
eficent system of Lax colletion. Williany's successors also created the
royal exchequer, o treasury, o collct taxes, fees,fnes, and other dues.

Developing a Unified Legal System In 1154, an energetic, well-
educated king, Henry 1L inherited the throne. He broadened the system
of royal justice by expanding accepted customs into law. He then sent out
traveling justices to enforce these royal laws. The decisions of the royal
courts became the foundation of English common law, a legal system
based on custom and court rulings. Unlike local feudal laws, common law
applied to all of England. In time, people brought their disputes to royal
courts rather than to those of nobles or the Church. Because royal courts
charged fees, the exchequer henefited from the growth of royal justice.

‘Under Henry 11, England also doveloped an carly jury system. When
traveling justices viited an area, local fficals colected a jury, or group
of men sworn to speak the truth. These carly jurics determined which
cases should be brought t trial and were the ancestors of today's grand
Jury. Later, another jury evolved that was compased of 12 neighbors of an
accused person. It was the ancestor of oday's trial jury:

Conflict With the Church Henry's fforts to extend royal power led to
& bitter dispute with the Church over the issue of legal authority.

William the Conqueror
From the time he became Duke of
Normandy at age seven, Wiliam the
Conquerors (1028-1087) ffe and
positon wereinconstant cange, mstly
fromjealous reltives. Four of his
guardians were murdered—one in the
veryroom in which Wilam sept.

After Willam was knighted at the
2geof 15, he sought the hel of is ege
lort, Henry | of France, to put down
rebelions by his brons. At 20, heled an
army to cefeat  rebellous cousin, His
continiing effors o gain_power
included putting pressure on Edward,
the English king, to decare him heir to
the English throne. How did William's
experience as duke prepare him to
be.a powerful king of England?
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Royal Power

Henry claimed the right to try clergy in royal courts. Thomas Becket, the.
archbishop of Canterbury and ance a close friend of Henry, fiercely
opposed the king on this issue. The conflct simmered for years.

‘Atlast, Henry's fury exploded. “What cowards [ have brought up in my
court” he cried. “Who will id me of this meddlesome priest?” Four hot-
headed knights took Henry at his word. In 1170, they murdered the
archbichop in his own cathedral. Henry denied any part in the attack.
ill to make peace with the Church, he cased his atlempts to regulate
the clergy. Meanwhile, Becket was honared as a martyr and declared a
saint. Pilgrims flocked to his tomb at Canterbury, where miracles were
said to oceur

@ Checkpoint How did William and Henry Il increase royal power?

Evolving Traditions of Government

Later English rulors repatedly clashed with nables and the Church as
they tried to raise taxes or to impose royal autharity over traditional
foudal rights. Out of those strugeles evelved traditions of government
that wauld have great influence on the modern world

King John Makes Powerful Enemies A son of Henry I, King John
was a clever, cruel, and untrustworthy ruler. During his reign, he faced
three powerful enemies: King Philip II of France, Pope Innocent I11, and
his awn English nobles. He lost his struggles with each.

Ever since William the Conqueror; Norman rulers of England had held
vast lands in France. In 1205, John suffered a sethack when he lost a war
with Philip IT and had to give up lands in Anjou and Normandy.

Next, John battled with Innocent 111 over selecting a new archbishap
of Canterbury. When John rejected the pope’s nominee, the pope excom-
‘municated him. Innocent also placed England under the interdict—the
papal order that forbade Church services in an entire kingdom. Even the
strongest ruler was likely to give in to that pressure. To save himself and
his crown, John had to accept England as a fief of the papacy and pay
yearly fee to Rome.

The Magna Carta Finally, John angered his own

Bt s e L Wl g nobles with oppressive taxes and other abuses of

Runnymece, a ield along th Thames Rivec Whycid King John

agree to the Magna Carta?

power. In 1215, a group of rebellious barans cornered
John and forced him lo sign the Magna Carta, or
greal charter. This document contained two very

‘€6 King John, when he saw that he was deserted by almostall, | important ideas that would shape English government
s0that outof his egal superabunciance offolowershe | - in the future. First, it asserted that the nobles had cor-
carcelyretainedseven knghts,was much alrmed et the | tain rights. Over time, these rights were extended o
barons would atack i castles an recuce hem vithout | - ll English citizens. Second, the Magna Carta made it
ifcuty, a5 they would i o obstale o thei s0 clar that the manarch must abey the law.
ong..._Accoringly, ot the ime and ploce preagreed an | Besides protecting their own privileges, the bar-
Runnymece) the king nd noble ..beganalong discus- |  ons included provisions that. recognized the legal
ionabout teims ofpeace and alovesaid bertes . King | righs of townspeople and the Church. Two of the
Iohn,seing thathe was infror nsrength o the barons, | - mast significant were in a clause protecting freemen
without aising any dificuty raned the undenwritenlaws | - from arbitrary arrest, imprisonment, and other legal
and leres,an conmed them by is chares?? actions, except by legal judgment of his peers or

—Rogerof Wendover

by the law of the land.” This clause formed the basis
D450 | ot the right we know today as due process of las.




image4.png
1066 Norman Conquest Wiliam, Duke of Normancy,
defeats King Harold of the Anglo-Savons at Hastings.

1086 Domesday Book King Wiliam uses this census, ot
survey of people and propert, 25 a basis for tavation.

1160511805 Common Law Henry Il ses acceptec
customs o ay the oundiatin fr the English Iegal
system.

1215 Magna Carta King John approves tis document
fimitngroyal power and extending ights o nobles

and freemen
1295 Model Parliament King Edvard | expancs

Parament to include repesentatives of comman people

25 well s lords and clergy.

power? Explain your answers.

Chart Skills Which o the miletones above increased the
powerof the monarchy? Which imited the monarch's

Ttis also seen as the basis for the right of habeas corpus, the
principle that no person can be held in prison without first
being charged with a specific crime. Habeas corpus was later
clarified and defined in the Petition of Right (1628) and the

Habeas Corpus Act (1679)

The king also agreed not to raise new taxes without first con-
sulting his Great Council of lords and clergy. Many centuries
later, American colonists would claim that those words meant
that any taxation without representation was unjust. In 1215, though,
neither the king nor his lords could have imagined such an idea.

Model Parliament

The king presides aver nobles an clrgy, ahove
Represenatives flom towns and countes met

s
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‘The Development of Parliament In keeping with the Magna Carta,
English rulers often called on the Great Council for advice. During the
12005, this council evolved into Parliament, which later became
England’s legislature. As Parliament acquired a larger role in govern-

ment, it helped unify England.

In 1205, King Edward 1 summoned Parliament to approve money for
his wars in France, “What touches all” he declared, “should be approved
mmon people” join with the
lords and clergy. The “cammons” included two knights from each county
and representatives of the towns. Much later, this assembly became
known s the Model Parliament because it set up the framework for
England’s legislature. In time, Parliament developed into a two-house
body: the House of Lords with nables and high clergy and the House of
Commans with knights and middle-class citizens. Over the centuries,
Parliament gained the crucial “power of the purse”: the right to approve
any new taxes. With that power, Parliament could insist that the mon-
arch meet its demands before voting for taxes. In this way, it could limit

by all” He had representatives of the

the power of the monarch.

# Checkpoint How was the power of the English king
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Map Skills From a smallarea
around the ciy of ars, Capetian

monarchs radually extended royal

control over more than haf of
France.

1. Locate () pars (5 Normandy

0 Avignon
2. Region Wht teriores were
held by the English in 13287

3. Synthesize Information

) Successful Monarchs in France

under

Royal Lands in France, 987-1328

(o) What overaltend n French
oyl powercoes the map show?

{b)Whete and by whom might

13287 Explain your anwer.

that power be chalenged after

Unlike William the Congueror in England, monarchs in France did not
rule over a unified kingdom. The successors to Charlemagne had little
power aver a patehwork of French territories ruled by powerful nobles.

The Capetian Kings In 957, these nobles elected Hugh Capet, the
count of Paris, to fill the vacant French throne. They may have chosen him
because they thought he was too weak o pose a threat Lo them. Hugh's
own lands around Paris were smaller than those of many of his vassals.

Nevertheless, Hugh and his heirs slowly increased royal power. First,
they made the throne hereditary, passing it from father to son. The
Capetian dynasty lasted for 300 years, making the kingdom more stable
Next, they added to their lands by playing rival nobles against each
other. They also won the support of the Church.

Perhaps most important, the Capetians built an effective bureaucracy:
Government. offcials collected taxes and imposed royal law over the
king's lands. By establishing order, they increased their prestige and
gained the backing of the new middle class.

Philip Augustus Extends French Power In 1179, Philip Il became
king of France. Called Philip Augustus, he was a shrewd and able rler.
Instead of appointing nobles to fll government positions, Philip paid
middle-class oficials who would awe their loyalty to him. He granted
charters to many new towns and introduced a new national tax.

Philip also quadrupled royal land holdings. Through trickery, diplo-
macy, and war, he gained control of English-ruled lands in Normandy,
Anjou, and elsewhere. He then began to take over southern France.
When he sent his knights to help the pope suppress a heretical group
called the Albigensians (al buh JEN see unz) in the south, he was able to

add this vast area to his domain. Before his death in 1223, Philip had
become the most powerful ruler in Burope.
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Louis IX, King and Saint In 1226, Louis 1X
became King of France. A deeply religious man,
Louis perseculed heretis, or those who held belefs
contrary to Church teachings. He also persecuted.
Jews and led French knights in two Crusades, or
wars against, Muslims. Within 30 vears of his
death, the Church declared him a saint.

Louis did much to improve royal government. Like
Charlemagne, he sent out roving officials to check on
local administrators. He expanded the royal courts, out-
lawed private wars, and ended serfdom in his personal
domain. To ensure justice, he even heard cases himself. His
enormous personal prestige helped create a strong national
fecling among his subjects. By the time of his death in 1270,
France was emerging as an eficient centralized monarchy.

Clashing With the Pope Louis's grandson, Philip IV, ruthlessly
extende royal power. o raise cash, b tried to collect new taxes from the
clrgy: These effrts led to a clash with Pape Boniface VIIL Declaring
that "God has set popes over kings and kingdoms,” the pope forbade
Philp to tax the clergy without papal consent. Philip threatened to
arvest any clergy who did not pay. As their quarrel escalated, Philip sent
traops to seize Boniface. The pope escaped, but he died soon aflerward

Shortly after, in 1305, a Frenchman was elected pope. Four years later,
he moved the papal court to Avignon (ah vee NYORN), just oulside the
southern border of France, where French rolers could exercise more con-
trol over it. Eventuall, this move led to a crsis in the Church when
another pope was elected in Rame. The rival popes each claimed to be the
true leader o the Church.

Forming the Estates General During this struggle with the pope,
Philip rallied French support by setting up the Estates General in 1302
This body had representaives from all three estates, or classes of French
Society: clergy, nobles, and townspeople. Although later French kings
consulted the Estates General, it never gained the power of the purse or
otherwise served as a balance to royal power.

& Checkp

1t Describe how two French kings increased royal power.

ASSessment L)

erms, People, and Places
What do manyof the key terms sted at
the begining ofthe secton have in
common? Explain

NoteTaking

Reading SKill: dentify Causes Use 5.
your completed graphic oganizers to
answr the Focus Question: How did
monarchs in England and Fance 6
expand royal authority andlay th foun
dations for uited nation-sates?

Comprehension and Critcal Thinking

3. Analyze Information How were
nobles and the Church obstacis for
monarchs who wanted more pawer?

4. Summarize How didWillam increzse

ol power i England?

Draw Conclusions Explain he impar-

tanceof (2 the Magna Carta and

(b) the Model Pariament.

Synthesize Information Describe the

power struggle betuen French kings

and the pope.
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Louis X Leads a Crusade.
The forces ofKing Lous X attack Damietta,
aciy i Egypt. What can you tallabout
medieval weapons and warfare from this
painting?
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