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« Understand why Holy Roman emperors faled to
build 2 unified nationstate n Germany.

= Descrbethe confict between Pope Gregory Vil
and Emperor Hemy IV and summarize the
struggle to control aly

« Analyze how the Church reached the height of
it power under Pope Innocent I
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WITNESS HISTORY 40 oo

An Emperor Begs Forgiveness

11076 Henry V, emperor of the vst Holy Roman Empire

nlt i thesnow utside an ala caste. e was Pope

Gregony VI, who had excommuricted Heny. Gregory

cescrbed th evnt i a eter:

6 Wetchedy ithbare fee and cld n wool, ey con-
tinued o thee days to stand belor the gate f th cs-
e-Nor i he deist from implaing with many ters...
un he had moved al..presnt .t sch pity and
epth of compasso....Finall won by the perstence
of i ... ... received him o thefvor o com-
‘munion and into the lap of the Holy Mother Church 9%

Focus Question How did explosive conflcts between
monarchs and popes afect the balance o povier in Europe?

The Holy Roman Empire
and the Church

During the carly Middle Ages, the Church spread its influence and
increased its power across Burope. Meanwhile, monarchs also
became more powerful. By 1077, explosive conflicts had arisen
betwoen secular rulers and Church officials, The longest and most
destructive struggle pitted popes against the rulers of the Holy
Roman Bmpire, who ruled vast lands from Germany to ltaly.

The Holy Roman Empire

In the carly Middle Ages, Charlemagne brought much of present-
day France and Germany under his rule. After his death, the
empire dissolved into a number of separate states. In time, the
dukes of Saxony extended their power over neighbaring German
Lands. In 936, Duke Otto T of Saxony took the title King of Germany.

Otto | Becomes Emperor Like Charlemagne, Otto 1 worked
closely with the Church. He appointed bishops t0 top government
jobs. He also touk an army into Ttaly to help the pope defeat rebel-
lious Roman nobles. In 962, a grateful pope crowned Otto emperor.
Later, Otto's successors took the title Holy Roman emperor—oly”
because they were crowned by the pope, and “Roman” because they
saw themselves as heirs to the emperors of ancient Rome.
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Vocabulary Builder
confronted—(kun FEUNT d) i came face
o face with; opposed boldly

Scenes from the Life of Pope Gregory
A mecieval crawing shows Henry drving
Gregoryfrom Rome (op. Othr scenes
Include Gregory excommunicating Henry
(Gottom lf] and Gregory on his deathbed
ottom right

Emperors Struggle for Control German emperors claimed authority
aver much of central and castern Eurape as well as parts of France and
Ttaly: In fact, the real rulers of these lands were the emperars vassals—
hundreds of nobles and Church offcials. For German emperors, the chal-
Lenge was to control their vassals. 1t was a challenge they never met.

Another challenge for the emperors involved the appointment of
Church officals. Here, they confronted the power of the popes. Like other
‘monachs, the Holy Roman emperors often decided who would become
bishops and abbots within their realm. At the same time, popes tried to
end such interforence in the Church from secular rulers.

@ Checkpoint  Describe the Holy Roman Empire.

The Feud Between Pope and Emperor

In 1054 Henry IV was crowned king of Germany; later he also became
Holy Roman emperor. At that time, Gresgory V11 was pape. During their
reigas, the canflict between monarchs and the Church erupted.

Gregory VIl Causes Controversy Many medieval Europeans
admired Pope Gregory V11, who instituted many Church reforms. AL the
same time, his palicies aroused hatred and contempt. Gregory wanted to
‘make the Church independent of secular rulers, so he banned the practice
of lay investiture. Under this practice, the emperor or another lay per-
<on (a person who is not a member of the clergy) “invested, or presented,
bishops with the ring and staff that symbolized their offce. Only the pope,
said Gregory, had the right to appoint and install bishops in office.

Henry IV Responds Pope Gregory's ban brought an angry response
from the Holy Roman emperor, Henry IV. He argued that bishops held
their lands as royal fifs. Since he was their overlord, Henry felt entitled
to give them the symbols of office. The feud heated up as the two men
exchanged insulting letters. Meanwhile, rebellious German princes
‘undermined Henry by supporting the pope.

The Struggle Intensifies In 1076, Gregory excommunicated Heory,
frecing his subjects from their allegiance to the emperor. The pope then
headed north to crown a new emperor. Faced with revolts, Henry was
forced to make peace. In January 1077, he presented himself to
the pope as a repentant sinner. Gregory knew that Henry was
just tryin to save his throne. Stil,as a priest, the pope had no
choice but to forgive a confessed sinner. He lifted the order of
excommunication, and Henry quickly returned to Germany to
subdue his rebellious nobles. He also took revenge on Gregory
by leading an army to Rome and forcing the pope into exile

A Compromise: The Concordat of Worms The struggle
over investiture dragged on for almost 50 years. Finally, in
1122, both sides accopted a treaty known as the Cancordat of
‘Worms (vawrmz). This treaty declared that the Church had the
Soll power o elect and invest bishops with spiritual authority.
The emperor however, stil invested them with fiefs

et
,’.v.'A 11; @ Checkpoint Describe the feud between the pope and the.

emperor.




image3.png
Although the investiture struggle was over, new battles were soon raging
between popes and emperors. During the 1100s and 12005, ambitious
German emperors sught to control Italy. As they did so, they came into
conflict with popes and with the wealthy cities of northern Italy

German Emperors Try to Subdue Italy The Holy Roman emperor
Frederick I, called Frederick Barbarossa, or “Red Beard,” dreamed of
building an empire from the Baltic to the Adriatic. For years, he fough to
bring the wealthy cities of northern Italy under his control. With equal
energy, they resisted. By joining forces with the pope in the Lombard
League, they finally managed to defeat Barbarossa's armics.

Barbarossa did succeed, however, in arranging a marriage hetwveen his
son Henry and Constance, heiress to Sicily and southern ltaly. That
move entangled German emperors even more deeply in ltalian affairs
Barbarossa’s grandson, Frederick 1L, was raised in southern ltaly. An
able and arrogant. leader, he pursued his ambitions in ltaly, clashing
repeatedly and unsuccessfully with several popes. Like his grandfather,
Frederick also tried but faled Lo subdue the cities of northern Italy.

Effects on Germany and ltaly While Frederick Il was involved in
Italy, German nobles grew more independent. The Holy Roman Empire
survived, but remained a patchwork of foudal states. Unlike France and
England, Germany would not become a nation-state for another 00 years.
Southern taly and Sicily also faced centuries of upheaval. There, popes
turned to the French to overthrow Frederick's heirs. A local uprising
against French rule in Sicily led to 200 years of chaos as French and Span-
ish rivals battled for power. The region that had once been a thriving cen-
ter of culture was left in ruins.

@ Checkpoint What obstacles did German emperors face in Italy?

Frederick Barbarossa Goes to War
About 1o embark on  Crusade,Federick
Barbarossa at eft ith red cape over
armor carries an unsheathed sword and
an orb with across.How b these two.
objects symbolize his goals nthe Crusade?
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"» Church Power Reaches Its Height

In the 12005, the Church reached the peak ofits politcal power. Reform-
ing popes ike Gregory VII claimed the right to depose kings and emper.
ors. Gregory's successors greatly expanded papal power.

Papal Supremacy In 1195, the powerful Pope Innocent 111 took
offce, As head of the Church, Innocent. Il claimed supremacy over all
other rulers. The pope, he said, stands “between God and man, lower
than God but higher than men, who judges all and is Judged by no one”
Innocent 11T clashed with al the poverful rulers of his day, and usually
won. As you have read, when King John of England dared (o appoint an
archbishop of Canterbury without the pope’s approval, Inmocent. excom-
municated the king and placed.his kingdom under interdict. Innocent
ardered the same punishment. for France when Philp I tried unlawfully
to annul,or invalidate, his marriage.
In 1209, Innocent, aided by Philip 11, launched a brutal crusade, or
holy war,against the Albigensians in southern France, The Albigensians
were a religious group regarded as herctics by the Church because
they rejected central Cathalic helifs and rituals. Knights from all
over western Europe took_part. Tens of thousands of peaple
were slaughtered in the Albigensian Crusade.
Innocent strengthened papal power within the Church as
well. He extended the Papal States, reformed the Church
courts, and changed the way that Church offcials were cho-
sen. Finally, he called @ council that. issued decrees that
Sustified the pope’s new povier.

Saint Francis of Asis kneels
before Pope Inocen I, who
approvesthe s of the
Francican order.

Looking Ahead After Innacent’s death, popes continued
to claim supremacy. During this period, though, the French
‘and English monarchies grow strongor.In 1296, Phiip IV of
France successfully challenged Pope Boniface VIII on the
issue of Laxing the dlergy. Afler Philip engineered the elec-
tion ofa French pope, the papacy entered a period of decline.

@ Checkpoint How did Inocent I embody the

Church's political power?

Progress Monitoring Online
For: el qua it ecaularypacte
Web Code:ras 021

ferms,Peaple,and Places. Comprehension and CitcalThinking @ Witing About istory

. Place eachof the ey terms at the 3. Synthesize Information Vihy\was the  Quick Wirit: Narrow Your Tope After
beginning of tis section nto one ofthe  powier of German emperors mited?  exploring a topic,narow your focs by
following categoris: olics,clure, o 4. Determine Relevance Whatwas the  deciing whether t concentate on eco-

| geogaphy Wit a semtence foreach  signfiance ofth conflt between o, socil,potica,orcutural lements,

£ tem explining yourchoice Fope Gregory Vi and Emperor Henry V2 ot a combintion.f yout topi s he excom-

; 5. Recognize Cause and Effect Howdid  munication of Heny I, you coud chaose

i NoteTaking confct betwcen popes and emperors . poiical evrtslesding p o the event

£ 2. Reading Skil: Understand Effects afectaly? « shortterm paltical ffects
Use yourcompleted table toanswer the 6. Anayze Information How i Pope = long-erm poiicland socil ffecs

£ Focus Queston:How did explosive con-  Inocent I asset the pawer of the Choose a topic from th sctan and st
lcts bebuesn manarchsan popes Church? three ays i whichyou could naro t for

affectthe balance of power in Europe? a cause-and-efect essay.




