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At the same time, other slilled crall workers created stained-glass
windows that added to the splendor of Gothie churches. These artisans
stained smal pieces of glass i lowing colors, They then st the picces in
thin lead frames to create pictures depicting the life of Jesus, a biblical
event,or other relgious themes, These religious pictures helped educate
the many people who were unable o read.

Paintings, Manuscripts, and Tapestries Churches also contained
religious paintings called altapicces. The puspose of these paintings,
and similar ones that wealdhy people had i thir homes, was o symbol-
e religious ideas. In this Gothie styl,religious figures were nok meant
o ook ke real people in realsttings but rather to nspire devotion.

In the 1300s and 14003, the Gothic sgle was also applid to the artis-
tic decoration of books, known as illumination. Since th carly Middle
Agcs, monk, nuns, and other sclld asisans had illuminated books
with inricate. derigns and miniature paintings of biblical sconcs and
daily e They often featured brllant colors and decorative detail. Art-
st decorated prayer books known as Boks of Hours with depictions of
owns and catls, knights and ndies, nd peasants in the fields.

Medieval astist also created “paiotings n thecad. Stone casles were
drafty and cold. Tapestrics, o woven wall hasgings, were hung in castle
rooms and hals 1o add color and warmth. One of the most famous, the
Bayeux Tapestey, i really a huge embroidery 201 fect Tong.lis 70 scencs
depict the Norman Conguest of England, and historians have used it to
earn about that event.

& Checkpoint Describe the artstic works found i medieval churches.
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Leaming and Ctre Flowrsh

£ In spite of the problems of students studying too much—or some-

times too little—medicval universitcs brought prestige and profit
o tho citiosin which they wero located. Local merchants provided
Studonts with bousing, food, clothing, and entertainment. But stu-
dents could also create problems for university communities, The
pricst Jucques do Vitry complained, “They wore always fighting
and engaging in scuflles” Who were these students, and why did
universities begin to spring up in the 110087

By tho 11005, Burope was exporioncing dynamic changes. A moro
rolible food supply and the growth of trade and towns wore sigas
oFincreased prosperity.

The Need for Educated People Grows As cconomic and
political conditions improved in tho High Middle Agos, the nced
for oducation oxpanded. The Church wanted bettor-cducated
clergy. Royal rulers also nceded literate men for their growing
burcaucracios. By acquiring an education, the sons of wealthy
townspeople might hope to qualify for high positions in the Church
or with royal governmente.

B the 11005, schools had sprung up around the great cathed:
rals 10 train the clergy. Some of these cathedral schools cvolved
into the first universities. They were organized like guilds, with
eharters to protect the rights of members and cstablished stan-
dards for training.




image2.png
As carly as the 900s, the Italan city of Salerso had a respected medical
school. Later, Bologna's university—founded in 1158—became famous for
legal studics. Paris and Oxford founded their universitcs in. the later
11005. Soon, other citics rushed to organize universities. Students often
traveled from one university to another t study different subjects,secking
food and lodging from whatever patrons they could ind to support them.

Student Life Universiy life offered fow comorts. A bl wakened stu-
dents at about 5 A for prayers. Students then attcnded classes until
10 A, when they had their first meal of e day. Afternoon classes con-
tinued until 5 P Students usually ate a light supper and then studied
until bedtime, Because ol frst medicval universitis did not have perms
nent buildings, classes were held in rented rooms or in the chair lof of 2
church. Students sat for hours on hard benches as the teacher dictated
and then explained Latin texts. Students were expected to memorize
what they heard.

A program of study covered the seven liberal arts: rithmetic, goome-
ey, astronomsy, music, grammas, hetoric, and logic. There were separate
programs for the fusther study of law, medicine, and thoologs: To show
mastery of a subject,students took an oral exam, Earning a degree as
bachelor of arts took between three and six years. Only after several
mare years of study could a man qualify to become a master of arts and a
tencher. Thealogy was the longest course of study.

Women and Education Women were not allowed to attend universi-
tics. And so, for the mast part, they were also deprived of the mental
stimulation that was an important past of university lfe, Without a u
versity cducation, women could not become doctors, lawyers, or church
offcials.

‘There were educated women, however: Some girls received good edu-
cations in convents, and girls from noble familics attended classes at
Notre Dame de Paris, located in the French capital. Some nuns became
scholars and writers, The writer Christine de Pisan (duh pee Z4%N)
examined the issue of women's cducation. In The City of Ladies, she asks
Lady Reason whther women are less capable of learning and under-
standing, as men insist, Lady Reason replics

€6 it were customary to send daughters to school ke sons, and if they were then
o e e st ey o e s gy and st e
subtleties of al arts and sciences as well as sons??
e de

Still, men continued (o look on educated women as oddities. Most
medieval men fol that women should pursu their “natural” gifls at
home—raising children, maaging the houschold, doing needlework—
and leave books and writing to men.

@ Checkpoint. What was univrsity lfe like in medieval Europe?

Europeans Acquire “New"” Learning
Universitics received s fusther boost from an cxplosion of kowledge
that reached Burope in the High Middle Ages. Many of the “new” ideas
had originated in ancient Grecce but had been lost to Western Eusopeans
afer the fallof Rome

Christine de Pisan
Chistine de isan (13647-14307) was
more educated than most men of her
time. Her fther, 2 physcan and
astanomer i the Fench cout, son
that she receved an excelint
ducation. She spoke French, Haln,
and possiby Lt as wel.

Chisine mared 2t 15.When her
hushand ded 10 years [, she
supported hersell and ber three
chiren by vriing. Her frst works
were poes of st love dediated o
her hushond. Her witng was
supported by lords and morarchs.

Because of hr dsie o comment
on soial isues, Chisine gradully
switched her focus from poety to
pros. She descibed women's place n
medial sociey and _promoted
womersights and accomplshments.
Why do you thnk Chistne began
o write abowt women's issues?
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Medieval Innovation in Europe
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Advances Knowledge Muslim scholars had
translated the works of Aristatle and other Greck thinkers into Arabic.
Their translations and knowledgeable commentaries on these anciont
texts spread across the Muslim world.In Muslion Spain, Jewish and Chris-
tan scholars teanslated these works into Latin, the langusge of Christian
Buropean scholars. In the 1100s, when these new translations reached
Western Europe,they initiated a revolution in the world of learning;

Christian Scholars Struggle With New Ideas The writings of the

ancient Grecka posed  challenge to Christian scholars. Aristatle taught
that people should use reason to discover basic truths. Christians, bow-

ever, accepted many ides on faith. They belicved that the Church was
the final authority on all questions. How could they use the logic of
Aristotle without undermining their Christian faith?

Some Christian scholars tried to resalve the conflict betwee fuith and
season, Their method, known as scholasticism, used reason to support
Christian belicfs. Scholastics studied the works of the Muslim philosa-
pher Aversocs (uh VEER uh weez) and the Jewish rabbi Maimanides (my
MARN uh dec). These thinkers, too, used logic (o resolve the confict
between faith and reason.

The writings of these philosophers influcnced the famous scholastic
Thomas Aquinas (sh WY nus). In & mosumental work, Summa
theologica, Aquinas concluded that fith and reason exist in harmony. Both
Jead to the same truth, that God rules over an orderly universe. Aquinas
thus brought tgther Christian fxith and classcal Greck philosoph.
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New Approaches to Science and Mathematics Scientific works,
translated from Arabic and Greck, also reached Burope from Spain and
the Byzantine cmpire. Christian scholars studied Hippocrates on medicine
‘and Euclid on geometry, along with works by Arab scientists. They san,
100, how Asistotle had used observation and experimentation to study the
physical world. Vet seience made ltle real progress in Europe in the Mid-
dle Ages because most scholars still beleved that all true knowledge must
it with Church tenchings. It would take many centurics before Christian
thinkers changed the way they viewed the physical world.

During this period, Europeans adopted Hindu-Arabic numerals, which
were much easic to use than the cumbersome system of Roman numerals
that had been traditional throughout Europe for centurics. In time, the
use of Arabic numerals (as they arc commonly called) allowed both scien-
ists and mathematicians to make extraordinary advances n their felds

@ Checkpoint  Describe the new learing of medieval Europe.

Medieval Literature

While Latin remained the writien langusge of scholars and churchmen,
new writings bogan to appear in the vernacular, o the cversday lan.
guages of ordinary people, such as French, Gorman, and Italian. These
writings captured the spiri of the High and late Middle Ages. Medicval
literature included cpics, or long narwative pocms, about knights and
chivalry s wel s talos of the common people.

Heroic Epics Captivate Across Europe, people began writing down
oral traditions in the vernacular. French pilgrims traveling to holy sites
Ioved to hear the chansons de geste or “songs of heroic deeds.” The most

popular was the Song of Roland, writien azound 1100,
which praises the courage of one of Charlemagncs
knights. A true chivalsic hero, Roland loyally sacrifices
his i out ofa sense o honor. Spain's great epic, Pocm of
the Cid, tells the story of Rodrigo Diaz de Vivar, a bold
and fiery Christian lord who fought bath with and
against Muslim forces, His nickname, £l Cid, comes
from the Arabic word for lord."

Dante's Divine Comedy “In the middle of the jourrey
oflite, T found myself i dask wood, where th straight
Wway was lost” So begins the Divine Camedy written i
the carly 13005 by the ltalian poet Dante Alighieri
(DA tay ah lecg YE reo), The pocm takes the reader
on an imaginary journey into hll and purgatory, where
souls await.forgiveness, Finally, in the thid secton,
Dante describes a vision of heaven,

“Anandon all hop, e that ener here' i the warning
Dante receives s he approaches hall. There, he talks
with people from history who tll how they carned &
Blace n hell. Humor, Lragedy, and the eadless modicval
uest for religious understanding are all ngredicats i
Dante's poem. Hisjourney summaricos Chiistan ethis,
showing how people’s actions i lf determine theie fatc
i the aferlit.

Nearthe end of the French epic poem the Song ofRolnd.
the great hera Count Roand, has been wounded n bt
Now e feesdeath coming over im” Why does the

autho nclude the angel baring Roand's sul 1 heaven?

[ Frimary Source |

6 Count Rolandlay srtched out beneath  ine;
e e s fce taward the and of Spain,
Began o emember many things now:
How many lands,bave man, e had conguered;
And he remembered:sweet Fance the men of s e,
Remembered Carles, i od, who fostered
Camot keep rememberng, fom weeping,sighng:
But would not be unminfl of imsel.
He confeseshissins, prays God fo mercy.
Then heheld ou is ightgovetois Lo
Sain Gl ok the gloe from s hand,
He held i had bowed down upon s am,
He s gone s two hands fined,t his end.
Then God sent him his ngel Cherubin
And Saint Nichae, angel of th se's P
And with these two there came Sant Gabril:
‘They bear Count Roland'ssoul o Paradise??
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Chaucer's Canterbury Tales o the Canterbury Tules, the Englsh
writer Geoffrey Chaucer describes a band of pilrims traveling o Saint
Thomas Beckets tomb. In brilliant woed portrits, he sketches a range of
characters, including a knight, a plowman, a merchant, a milles 2 morik,
and o nun. Each character tlls a story to ctertain the group. Whether
funny, romantic r bavwdy, each tale adds o our pcture of medieval i,

@ Checkpoint Describe three works of medieval lterature.

Architecture and Art

In the Middle Ages; wrote French author Vietor Hugo, “men had no
great thought that they did not write down in stone. Those “writings”
were the great buildings of the Middle Ages. With riches from trade and
commerce, townspeople, nobles, and monarchs indulged in a furry of
building. Their greatest. achievements were the towering stone cathe
drals that served as symbols of th

i wealth and religious devotion.

From Romanesque to Gothic In the year 1000, monasterics and
towns wore building solid stone churches that reflccted Roman influ-
ences. These Romanesque churches looked like fortresses with thick
walls and towers. Typicall, te roof of a Remancque church was  bar-
el vault, a long tunnel of stone that covered the main part of the struc.
ture, 1 was heavy, supported by massive walls with no windows or only
iy slits of windotws for fear of weakening the support for the roaf. As o
result, the nterior of a Romanesque church was dark and gloomsy;
About 1140, Abbot Suger wanted to build a new abbey church at
St. Denis near Paris. Ho hoped that it “would shine with wonderful and
uninterrupted light” There, builders developed what bocame kaown as the
of architceture,Its most important eature was the
o stone supports thatstood outside the church, These
supports allowed builders o construct higher, thinner walls

and leave space for large stained-glass windows. Gothic
churches sonred o incredible heights. Their graceful
spires and tall windows carried the eye upward to the
heavens “Sinee their briliance et the splendor of the
True Light pass into the church,” declared o medi
eval viaiton “they enlighten those inside

Making Artin Stone and Glass As churches
o, slonemasons carved sculptares 1o decorate
them both inside and out. In additon to scenes
from the Bible and the lives of the sints, sculp-
fors included lfelke forms of plants and animals
They aloo carved whissicalor frightening image

of mythica reatres such as dragons and nicor,





