A Beautiful Mind Viewing Guide
Characterization

Directions:  List 3 characteristics of each character below. For example, who are they? What are they like? What do they do? If applicable, what are their professions?
1.  John Nash: ___________________________________________________________
2.  Charles: _____________________________________________________________
3.  Hansen: _____________________________________________________________
4.  Parcher: _____________________________________________________________
5.  Alicia Nash: __________________________________________________________
6.  Marcee: _____________________________________________________________
7.  Dr. Rosen: ___________________________________________________________
Bloom’s Questions

Knowledge
1.  Name at least three general symptoms of schizophrenia.  _______________________
________________________________________________________________________

Comprehension
2.  Who ends up being “real” in John Nash’s life? Who ends up being imaginary?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  Why did John stop taking his meds? ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Application
4.  What are some of the schizophrenic tendencies that John exhibits before he develops full-fledged schizophrenia? _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5.  What are some of the schizophrenic symptoms that John exhibits once he develops the disease?_________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Analysis (see back of page)
6.  Why would inducing seizures help John’s schizophrenia? Give a scientific hypothesis.
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

7. Which strategies and techniques did John use to gain control over his schizophrenic symptoms? Were they chemical, behavioral, cognitive, or some mixture of the three? Also, what did he sacrifice to gain control over these symptoms?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Synthesis
8.  How, if at all, does having schizophrenia connect to John’s genius? _______________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Evaluation

9.  John’s wife, Alicia, asks him if he thinks he might hurt her. He responds that he doesn’t know. If you were John’s wife or child, would you remain living with him? Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

10.  John sacrificed much of his professional potential to control his schizophrenic symptoms. Do you think that sacrifice was worth it?  Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

11.  Ponder the film’s title. Do you think that John’s mind was really “beautiful?” Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

