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destroyed if it launched its weapons—discouraged
nuclear war. Stll, the worlds people lived in con-
stant fear of nuclear doom.

Limiting Nuclear Weapons To reduce the
threat of nuclear war, the two sides met at disar-
mament talks. Although mutual distrust slowed
progress, the rival powers did reach some agree-
meats. In 1969, the Usited States and the Sovict
Union bogan Strategic Arms Limitation Talks
(SALT) to limit the number of nuclear weapons
held by cach side. In 1972 and 1979, both sides
signed agrecments setting thes imits,

One of these agreements limited anticbllistic
missiles (ABMS), or missles that could shoot
down ather missiles from hostile countrics. ABMs
were seen as a particular threat t the balance of
terror hecause, by giving one side some protection
against the other, they might encourage the pro-

tected side to attack. They were also scen as a technology that could pro-

voke a renewed arms race. During the 1980s, US. President Ronald

Reagan launched  program to build a “Star Wars” missile defense

igainst nuclear attacleCritis objeeted that this progeam would violate

the ABM treaty. Nonctheless, the two sides signed the Strategic Arms

Reduction Treaty (START) in 1991

Building Détente American and Soviet arms contral agreements led
to an cra of détente (day TAHNT), or selaxation of tensions, during the
19705 The American strategy under détente was to restrain the Soviet
Union through diplomatic agreements rather than by military means.
The era of détente ended in 1979, when the Soviet Union invaded
Afghanistan.

Stopping the Spread of Nuclear Weapons By the late 19605,
Britain, France, and China had developed their own nucleas weapons,
Howeves, many world leaders worked to kecp the arms race from spread.
ing any further. In 1968, many nations signed the Nuclear Non-Prolfera-
tion Treaty (NPT). These nations agreed not to develop nuclear weapons
or o stop the proliferation, r spread, of nuclear weapons.

@ Checkpoint What factors iscouraged the use of nucear weapons
during the Cold War?

The Cold War Goes Global

Although the Cold War began in Central Burope, i quickly spread
around the world. When World Was I ended, the Soviets were assisting
communist forces in China and Korca. American leaders saw that the
United States faced a conflet as global a3 the two world wars that had
preceded it. They thercfore developed policies (o respond to challenges
anywhere in the world.

Building Alliances and Bases As part of its strategy to contain
Soviet power, the United States reached out t the rest of the world both
diplomatically and militarily. The NATO alliance with Eusape's democra-
cies was only ane of several rogional aliances.




image2.png
The Cold War World, 1977

-“

[Pacipie
|.0cean

Seograpi

e Cod: g 2011

—

Indian|
Ocean |

During the CodWar, much

of the world s dided no o porer-

ful allancs led by the nited ttes and

the communist Soet Uni, Comu-

vism teached s maimum extent

around 1977, th dat f this map The

inset shows detas i Europe

1. Locate (@) te Soviet Unon (0 he
United tates (0 Pland

2. Location Wherewere st Coldiar
conficts lcated i laton to he
o allances shawn o the map?

3. Draw nferences Why might Cod
Wi conficts b concentrated as they





image3.png
Vocabulary Builder

@)

comprised—kum PRYZD) o, s made

570 The Cold War

o

1955, the United States and its allies formed another alliance, the.
Southeast-Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO). SEATO included the
United States, Britain, France, Australia, Pakistan, Thailand, New
Zealand, and the Philippines. The Central Treaty Organization (CENTO)
comprised Britain, Turkey, Iran, and Pakistan. The United States also
formed military alliances with individual nations, such as Japan and
South Korc.

Meanwhile, the Soviet Union formed its own alliances. In addition to
the Warsaw Pact in Europe, the Soviet Union formed alliances with gov-
ernments in Africa and Asia. A Sovict alliance with the government. of
Communist China lasted from 1949 to 1960. The Soviet Union and its
allca were often known as the Soviet blo.

Unlike the Sovicts, the Americans cstablished army, navy, and sir
force bases around the globe. By the end of the Cold War, the Soviets
facedthe military nightmare of encirclement by an encmy. American
army camps, naval stations, and i bases spread across Europe, Asia,
North America, and the Pacific islands, while Amrican flcts patrolled
the worlds accans.

Where the Cold War Got Hot Because both superpovers had s glo-
bal reach, ocal conflcts in many places played into the Cold War. Often,
the United States and its alies supported one side, and the Soviet bloc
supported the ather. Through such struggles, the superpowers could con-
front cach other indircetly rather than head to head. Politcal shilis
around the world added to Cold War tensions. When communist, forces
wn control of mainland China in 1949, the United States feared that a
tide of communism would sweep around the world. During this period,
European colonies in Africa and Asia demanded independence. As colo-
nics battled for independence, liberation leaders and guersillas fre-
uently sought help from one or the other Cald War power:

On occasion, the Cold War crupted into “shooting wars,” especially in
Asia. Both Korea and Vietnam were torn by brutal confits in which the
United States, the Soviet Union, and China played erucial roles. More
commonly. however, the superpowers provided weapons, training, or
other aid to opposing orces in Asia, Africa, or Latin America

Cuba Goes Communist The most scrious Cold War conflict in the
Western Hemisphere involved the Latin American island nation of Cuba,
Just 90 miles off the coast of Florida. In the 1950s, Fidel Castro orga:
nized an armed rebellion against the corrupt dictator who then ruled
Cuba. By 1959, Casteo had led his guerrilla army o vietory and sct about
transforming the country. This Lranslormation is know as the Cuban
Revolution. Castro sought the support of the Soviet Union. He national-
ized businesscs and put most land under government control. I adds.
ton, Castro severely restricted Cubans’ political freedom. Critics of the
new regime were jaled or silenced, and hundreds of thousands fied to
Florida.

The United States attempied to bring down the communist regime
aext door In 1961, President John F. Kennedy supported an invasion
attempt by US-trained Cuban exiles. The Bay of Pigs Iavasion, known
for the bay where the invaders came ashore in Cuba, quickly caded in
fuilure when Castro's forces eaptured the invadors. The United States
imposed a trade embargo on Cuba that remains in effect Loday.
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¥ Checkpoint How did the . and the Sovet Union confront each
other around the world during th Cold War?

INFOGRAPHIC

THE CUBAN MISSILE

I the summerof 1962, the Uit States e hat he Sovit Union was shi
pingnucear misles 10 Cu, s than 100 s of the coast of Foid.
President John . Kennedy demanded thatthe St Unon emove the mises
fiom Cuba In Octobr 1962 the United taes mpased
‘anavalbodkade on Cba. forone week 2 tense
confontaion brough the word 1o te brnk of
nuciar wa.Final on October 28 Khvushches
agreed toremove te Soviet misles.

US president ohn . Kennedy

 During the Us. raval
blockade, the US.
Navy surrounded
Cuba with ships
e the map below).
Inhis photo the
S5 Bary nspects
the carga of a Soviet:
freighter returning
from Cuba " This aeral photo shows Soviet issiles
being unloaded 3t Cuban port.

1. Map Skils Consdering Cuba's
Iacation onthe map, why did Soviet
nudear missles on the sland pose &
thret ta the United Staes?

2. Draw Conclusions Why might
Khvushche have agreed o withdraw
themisses from Cuba?




