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Gospels and tavght by his own example of good works. Dominic, a
‘Spanish priest, founded the Dominican order of friars. Dominjeans dedi-
cated themselves to teaching offiial Christian belifs in order to combat.
heresics,religious doctines that diferd from church teachings.

‘Women sl supported the reform movement. Some became Domini-
can nuns and others joined the Poor Clares, linked o the Franciscans
Often these orders welcomed only wel-born women whose familics gave.
a dowry, or gif, to the church. Another group, the Boguines, welcomed.
poor women who could not be accepted by other relgious orders.

& Checkpoint How did monks contrbute o the eform ofthe Church?

Jews in Medieval Europe

In the Middle Ages, Jewish communities existed all across Europe.Jews
fourished in present-day Spain, where Mushim rulers were somevwhst
tolerant of both Jews and Chrisians, Spein becsme  center of Jewish
culture and scholarship, and Jews served as officals in Muslim royal
courts. In other parta of Western Europe, Christians and Jews lived side
by side i olative peace for centaries. Early German kinge gave ed.
cated Jews positons at court, Many rulers in northern Evrope valued
‘nd protected Jowish communitis,although they taxed them heavily:

By the late 10005, Western Europe had bucome more christianized, and
prejudice against Jows ncreased. When faced with diseters they could
ot understand, such as illness or famine, Christians ofien bamed Jews.
Presening o Cukae Jews were not.partofthe parish structure that regulated Christian ives
s of g prdomanty Chitan Therefore, they had itle interaction with the Christians who were sus-
i Jus gt e ovnrlgiovs. picious of & colture they did ot understand. As the Church grew in
Foldoysduing the Midde Aes. T 13005 power, issued orders frbidding Jews to own Tand o practice most oo
mererah,orHanukkaham s fom Fnce.  pations. Yet. popes and. rulers still turned to educated Jews as fnancial
Why doyouthink tmghthavabuen  aavisers and physicians, In response to growing persecution, thousands
olovatons? of Jews migratd to Eastern Barope. Lage Jowish communitcs dveloped

hereand experiencd periods of reative olerance and prosperty and peri
ads ofperscution

& Checkpoint  How were Jews trestedin medievl Europe?
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The Medieval Church

Objectives Pilgrimagos were only one way that medieval Christians showed

« Explai how the Church shaped mecieal e their devation totheir fith. The Church and it Leachings were cen-

« Undorstnd monastic e and te nuenceof + 17l to medicval Lfe. It took centarics for Christian missionaries to
mediealmonks and nuns, spread ther foith across Europe. But in time, the Roman Church

« Anly hw the pover of the Chrchgrew emerged a5 the most powerful force in the region. Relgion shaped
uring the Mide Ages and howeormirs £ the everyday lves of Christian Europeans, and the Church hierar-
worked o change n the Church chy came to exert considerable economic and palitcal povier:

« Descibe the suaton o Jews n el

e The Church Dominates Medieval Life
Terms, People, an Places During the carly Middle Ageo, the Churchs most important
sacament e — achievement was convertng the diverse peoples of Western
Secitnenie  mdet Earope to Chrsianity: In 597 Pope Gregory 1 sent St. Augustine
sl e 0 onvertthe Anglo-Saxons in England. From Briti, Iter mis
Pplapenay  Rancs oAl sonaries went back to the coninent 1 spread ther faith among
canon law Germanic tribes. By the late Middle Ages, Western Europe had

become a Christian civilization. Anyone wh did not belong to the
chureh community was viewed with suspicion.

aking
Reading Sl dentityMain ldeas Copy s
conceptueb Asyourea, il themain Geacl
e rdheding Adcrces o rcrd i e
forthe boidoced eings.

‘The Role of the Parish Priest Christian rituals and fith were
part o thefabri ofoveryday ife. In villages,the priestofthe parish,
 or local region, was oflen the only contact people had with the

N Y Chorch, The priest crebrated the mass and sdministered the
SRS, sacraments, the acred its of the Charch, Chrstians believed

P VT that particpation i the sacraments would e them tosalvation, o
@D @) everlasting Iife with God. Priess also preached the teachings of the
e ‘Choreh and explained the Chrisian Bible, which was in Latin anly.
ONS) % They idedprploon mraliyan ffere assanc o he sk and

ey, Inthe later Middle Ages,some parish priests ran schools.
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The Importance of the Village Church The church was a scialcen-
ter as well a  place of worship because it was often the largest public
building in a village. Daiy life revolved around the Christian calendar,
which included many holidays, such as Easter, and local holy days dedi-
cated to saints. The min events of each person's I took place at the
church. Baptism marked entrance into the community masriages were per-
formed o the church steps and the dead were buricd in the churchyard.

‘Villages took prde in their church buildings and decorated them with
care, In later medieval times, prosperous communities built stone.
churches rather than wooden ones. Some churches housed relics, which
could be possessions or remain of sainis. Many people made pilgrim-
agos, o religious journeys,to pray before the elis. The Church required.
Christians to pay a tithe, or tax equal to a tenth of the income. In the.
early Middle Ages,the tithe supported the local parish. Later, increasing
amounts of maney were sent to Rome,

The Rise of Cathedrals Bishops, who supersised parish priests, man-
aged larger churches called cathedrals. By the 11005, communities used.
new technology to build huge cathedrals in the ornate, buttressed form
known as the Gothi style. These magnificent buildings were a source of
pride to the communities that built them. Cities all over Europe com-
peted tobuild grander, taller cathedrals. Members of the Church cantrib-
uted mones, labor, and skill to help build these manuments glorfying
their god

Church Attitudes Toward Women Church doctrine taught that
men and women were cqual before God. But on Earth, women were
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viewed s woak and easily led into sin. Thus, they needed the guidance of
men. AL the same time, the Church offered & view of the ideal woman in
Mary, whom the Church believed to be the modest and pure mother of
Jesus. Many churches were dedicated to the “mother of God” snd "queen
of heasen.” Men and women asked Mary Lo pray {0 God on their behalf.

On the one hand, the Chureh tried to protect women. It set 2 mini-
mum age for marriage. Church courts could fine men. who seriously
injured their wives. Yet they often punished women more hashly than
men for similar offénses.

# Checkpoint What role did the Church play in the daiy lives of
medieval Christians?

Monasteries and Convents

During the carly Middle Ages, some men and women withdrew from
worldly e to the menastic [f. They became monks and nurs. Behind
the walls of monasteries and convents, they devoted their entire lives to
epiriual gols

Monastic Life: The Benedictine Rule About 530, & monk named
Benedict organized the manastery of Monte Cassino in central ltaly. He
created rules to regulate manastie lfe. In time, the Benedictine Rule
was used by monaateries and convena across Europe.

® INFOGRAPHIC

Life in a Monastery

IVlonasteries were o oy laces where monks e and praed,they e s places
of workand sty Many monaseries, o abeys, housed s contained communitis that
grw thiroun food and made many of the objects hey
s Monks workd nthe felds, i workshops, and
saptora, or witg ooms whee they coped nd
decorted manuscrps Wsic vas important o
‘monastic f;an chants mared the canonical
hours,or eliious diisins o the day.

& The ory avng above shows
monks atwerk i the srtonam.

< Thischurchstarpantng
s mrks anesting crops.

Thinking Crtically
1. Make a Reasoned hudgment
Whichof these acvites doyou hink
s mos el o medseal oy
4 T pcure o monks inging s ’ 353 whole? Exlain,
inthe cnter of the e ‘C* 2. Make Comparisons Hou wre
0 an luminaed manusrt monastres ke manors?
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Under the Benedictine Rule, monks and nons faok three vows. The first
was obedience tothe abbat orsbbess who headed the monastery or convent.
The sccond was poverty,and the third wes chastit, o purity. Each day was
divided nto periods for worship,work, and study. Benedict rquired monks
to work in the fieds o ot other physical tasks. As part of their lsbor
monks and s cleared and drained land and experimented with crops
Because they developed beter agricultural methods, they helped improve.
the cconomy ofthe Middle Ages, which was based on farming.

Service and Scholarship In a world without. hespitals or schocls,
monasteries and convents often provided basic health and educational
cervices. Monks and nons looked after the poor and sick and set up
sehools for children. They gave food and lodging to travelers,especially to
Christian pilgrims traveling to holy shrines. Some monks and nuns
became missionaries. These missionaries spread Christianity throughout.
westorn and cantral Burope during the early Middle Ages.

‘Monasteries and convents also performed a vitl rolo in keeping learn-
ing alive. Their librarics contained Groek and Roman works, which
monks and nuns copied as a form of labor. Educated morks and nuns
also wrote and taught Latin, which was the langusge of the church and
educated peaple. In Britain, the Venerable Bede wrote the earlest known
history of England.

Opportunities for Women Althaugh women could not become
priests, many did enter convents. There, capable women could escape the
limit of society. In the 11005, Abbess Hildegard of Bingen composed rel-
gious music and wrote books on many subjects Because of her mystical
visians, popes and rolers cought her advice.

In the later Middle Ages, the Church withdrew rights that nuns had
‘once enjoyed, such as preaching the Gospels, and placed most indepen:
dent. convents under the contral of Church offcals. It frowned on too
much learning for women, preferring them to accept Chusch authority

 Checkpoint  Describe monastic e according to Benedictine Rule.

Church Power Grows

In the centuries afer the fallof Rame, the Church hierarchy carved out
unique position in Western Europe. It not only contralled the spiriual
Iie of Christians but gradually became the most powerful secular, or
worldly force in medieval Europe.

‘The Church's Role in Society During the Middle Ages, the pope vas
the spiritual leader of the Western Christian Church, based in Rome.
Declaring themselves representatives of God on Earth, medieval popes
oventually claimed papal supremacy, or authority over all socular rul
ers, including kings and emperors. The pope headed an army of church-
men who supervised church activitics. High clorgy such as bishops and.
archbishops, were usually nobies. Like other foudal lords, they had their
own teritories and armies. The pope himself held vast lands in centrel
aly, later called the Papal States. Some monasteries also held large
tract ofand, which gave them considerable ceonomic end paliical pover:
(Chureh ofcals wero losey linked to secular rulers. Churchmen were
often highly educated, so feudal rulers appointed them to government posi-
tions. In addition, Church offiials were often relatives of secular rulers.
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us Authority and Political Power The medicval Christian
Chureh was dedicated to the worship of God. At the same time, Chris-
ana believed that all people were sinners and that many were doomed
to cternal suffering. To avuid the tortures of hel, one had to do good.
works, believe in Jesus aa the son of God, and parlicipate in the sacra-
‘mente. Because the Church administered the sacraments and could deny
them as & punishment, it had sbsolute pover in religious matters.

‘The Church developed its own body of laws, known as canon lar, as
well s it own caurts, Canon lw, based on relgious teachings, governed.
many aspects of lfe, including wills, marriages, and morals. Anyone who.
disabeyed Church law faced o range of penalties. The most severe and
terrifying was excommunication. Those who were escommunicated
could ot receive the sacraments or a Christian buris], which condemned.
them to hellfo eternity: A powerfol noble who opposed the Church could
face the interdict, an ordor excluding an entire town, region, or King-
dom from receiving most sacraments and Christian burial. Even the.
strongest. rulr gave in rather than face the inlerdict, which usually
cansed revalts by the common people.

A Force for Peace The Church tried to use is great autharity to end
warfare among nobles, It declared periods of temporary peace known s
the Truce of God. It demanded that fighting stop bebween Friday and
Sunday each week and on relgious holidaya. Such efforts may have con-
tributed tothe decline of warfare in Europe during the 1100

& Checkpoint How did the Church gan secular power?
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Two Movements for Reform In the carly 900s, Abbat Berno set out
o roform his monastery of Cluny in eastern France. First, he revived the
Benedictine Rule of abedience, poverty, and chastity: Then, he refused to
allow nobles or bishops to interfere in monastery affais. Instead, Cluny
was. placed under the direct protection of the pope. Over the next
200 yoars, many monasteries and convents copid these reforms

In 1073, Gregory VIL, a former monk, became pope and began another
push for reform. He wanted to limit secular influence on the Chusch.
Gregory insisted that the Church alone choose Church offcials such as
bishops. That policy eventualy sparked a bitter battle of wills with the.
German emperor. Gregory olzo autlawed marriage fr priests and prohib-
ted simony (5Y muh neel, the selling of Church offices.

New Preaching Orders Friars, monks who did nat live in islated
monasteric, ook 2 different approach to reform. They traveled around
Europe's growing towns, preaching to the poor. The first order of friars, the
Franciscans, was founded by a wealthy ltlian now known by Chiistians
as St. Francis of Assisi. Giving up his comiortable life, he preached the
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